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TO THE 


READER. 


ChriStian Reader, 


= Hou maycſr wonder that 
I ſhould bring this poor 
Embryo to the birth, in 
TeX fe the Preſſe, the place of 
PAS aff bringing forth. When 
w I firſt pean'd theſe con- 
ciſe conſiderations concerning marrt- 
age, I had not the leaſt thought that 
they ſhould have ſeen more light, 
then came in at my Stndy-window 3 
or that any more cycs then mine 
own, {ſhould have ſeen them, while 
T tived. But thus it came to palic ; 
Theſe being the heads of what I de- 
livercd in private at the Niarriage of 


A 3 {ome 


—_—_— 


The Fpiſtle 


ſome Friends not long ago; and I 
being requeſted ſoon after to com- 


municate my Notes thereof, reveiw- 


ed them, but found them very ſhort 
and imperfect , and that what I had 
written could not give an account , 
of what God helped me then to 
ſpeak. Hereupon I zefolved to tran- 
({ribe and inlarge them a little, onely 
that I might get ſome Copies written 
out, to gratifie ſome Friends that de- 
fired them. But when TI had almoſt 
finiſhed them, I had ſeveral Hints 
upon my Heart from Providentiall 
occurences to expole them to pub- 
lick view : Whereto I was alſo en- 
couraged by ſome godly and judici- 
ous friends, who had the peruſal of 
them. Thus I am drawn to hope , 
that through Gods bleſſing (which 
can make little Pamphlets inſtru- 
mental for the good of others,as well 
as great volumes ) this little, poor , 
plain '"tece, may be of uſe to many , 
becauſe, 

1. The Subjed of this Diſcourſe, 
to vvit, Marriage, 1s of general ex- 
tent, and of ſpeciall conſequences, 

fo.. 


” _ AT 


, - wm” a. ww 


——__— 


10 the Reader. 
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for it is the firſt Relation and founda- 
tion of humane Society ; and it is the 
Rule and Meaſure of the Wel-orde- 
ring of all other Relations, and hath 
a Regulating Influence upon them 
all. 

2. The Principall Concernments 
of Marriage (as I humbly conceive ) 
are plainly declared, orietly compr1- 
zed and uſefully applyed herein. 

3- This Tract, being ſo ſmall,may 
be bought cheap, and read ſoon; and 
be ready to direct either Poor or 
Rich, vvho delire to vvalk by Rule 
in their Matrimonial State. 

The Lord command his Bleſſing 
upon it, that it may be effectual, and 
proſper in the things vvheretol in- 
tend it. and Gods Providence ſends 
it novv unto thee; even to accom- 
pliſh the good plealure of God to- 
vvards thee, in making thy Relations 
religiqus in the manner and order of 
them, and ſweet and comfortable to 
thee in the end and uſe thereof. 

Reader, I pray thee live this book 
throughly in thy family, I hop? it 
may draiv down a blefting upon thy 

A 4 Whos, 


The Epiſtle, &c. 
whole houſe;when thou reapeſt pra- 
fit by this, or any other Tra&, give 
God the praiſe, and let the Author 
have thy prayers to God to ſtreng- 
then him and bleſs him in his labors. 
Which 1s the requeſt, 


Sept. 19. Of thy Friend 
657+ 
as inthe Lord , 
Edw. Reyner. 
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ANTISENSE. 


TO IT HE 


READER 


ſed, not onely to favour 
| | me, with the peruſal of it, 
| but alſo to put ſo much ho- 
n04r #pon me, as to crave my Judgement 
concerning it,before he purpoſed to make 
it publick. Doubtleſs ſuch condeſcenti- 
ons of his ſpirit, unto a fricnd, every way 
inferiour to himſelf, ao ſpcak his great 
humility , which addeth nmnch luftre un- 
| to the rich abilities, with which the 
Lord hath crowned him : Eis former 


| pra- 


— 
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praFical pieces, have found ſo good ac- 
ceptance amongst gracious ſavorie ſpi- 
rited ChriStians , that the prefixing of 
his Name , will be ſufficient commenda- 
tion of this book. Whoſoever have bere- 
tofore drunk of his rich ſpiritful Wines, 
will ſay,1here is no need to hang forth an 
Toy-buſh to call. in Cuſtomers, when his 
wejjels are broached. T do ingeniouſly 
profeſs, that T have received edification, 
by reading over this diſcourſe,and thence 
T take encouragement to commend it to 
thy ſerions peruſal. 

Long ſince,when Tread Reverend Mr. 
Greenhams Treatiſe of a Contract , 
before Marriage, ard obſcrucd his ſe- 
rious inſtrud ing of the perſons contra- 
Ted, inthe Articles of faith, and the 
ten commandemeconts, T then thus com- 
cluded in mine own thoughts; Surely this 
man of God, judged that this condition 
of life, doth need more than ordinary 
helps , that it might be Chriſtianly 114+ 
naged. And queſtionleſs upon this ac- 

(Olat 
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to the Reader. 


ISS 


count ( not excluding others ) Miniſters 


moſt eminently godly,have in their times 
perſwaded a matrimonial contra@ before 
the conſummation of Marriage, that the 
perſons intending that change, might by 
peculiar a dice and prayer, be prepared 
for it. Twell remember, that my good 
Friend Mr. John Ball , ( whoſe me- 
mory is precious) during the time of his 
laſt uckneſs, did often ſpeak to this pur- 
poſe ; If God ſhould be pleaſed to re- 
ſtore me to the exerciſe of my Mini- 
ſtery, I will more preach and preſſe 
Relative duties, then I have former- 
ly done. The power of godlineſs, appear* 
F ethin relations, and what relation is (6 
influential as this, betwixt husband and 
wife. This is the fir8t and fundamental 
human Relation,and according to the diſ- 
poſition and converſation of husband and 
wife in their domeſtical ſtate and ca- 
pacity , will the behavior of children, 
ſervants, and others in the family, be 
uſually ordered, both amongſt them- 
ſerves 
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ſelves in 'es in their mutual ſubordinations , 

and towards others occaſ nally. I know 
that many of Gods Worthies , both in 
former and latter times, fg in their 
Diſconrſes concerning domeſtical duties , 
mentioned many things here particulari. 
ved, yet as the concurrence of Brethren 
addeth ſtrength to their counſel , ſo that 
which 3s additional, may be found pro* 
fitable. In mine apprehenſion, there is a 
vein of Scripture ſtrength, and evidence 
together with the ſe avorineſs and judici- 
on{reſs of the Authors Spirit running 
through the whole book from beginning 
to end : in theſe regards I was moved to 
requeſt him, to make it publick, hoping 
that it will (through Gods bleſſing ) be 
inſtrumental, in promoting the power 
of godlineſs, amongſt profeſſors of Re- 
lidion. That caſe of conſcience which 
is added unto the practical diſcourſe con- 
cerning Marriage, i supon diſpute,deter- 
mined with {0 much ſtrength and autho- 
rity, both Divine and Humane, ihat 1 
ant 


—_ 
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to the K. Reader. 


an ant perſwaded, much fort in that hiwde ; . 
will hereby, for the future be prevented. 
There were three ſheets more prepared for 
the Preſs , concerning the mutual ſpiri- 
tual communion, betwixt Chriſt,and the 
ſoul, which js eſpouſed to him, whercof 
there are ſome ſhort hints, in page 4.2.and 
43. and 44. ani 60. of the following 
Treatiſe: and dowbtleſs this picce would 
have been acceptable, and profitable unto 
Chriſt-improving Chriſtians > This w.s 
wrapped up in a paper, direfFed unto me, 
and ſent by a ſpecial friend , who loſt it 
out of his pocket , in his journey from 
Lincoln to London , in. May laſt- 
This loſs is the more to be lamented, 
becauſe the Author hath no copy of 
it. There have been hitherto 5 fome 
expettations that this loſs might 
have been recovered, that this ſpiritual 
Traft might have been added unto the 
former, but now through long diſappoint- 
ments, our hopes grow more faint. If 
hereafter Gods cood hand of providence , 
ſhould 


The Epiſtle, &. © 
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ſhould bring this Manuſcript, either un” 
to the Author at Lincoln, or to my ſelf 
at London, the Reſtorer thereof, ſhould 
be well recompenced, and it ſhould be 
forthwith publiſhed for common profit, 
Chriſtian Reader, as the Author deſer- 
weth, ſo he beggeth, thy Prayers , who 


7s, 


Oqo.15. © Thy Friend and 
1657» 
Servant in Chriſt, 
S1meon Aſhe. 
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| | Let the Reader be deſired to amend 
theſe faults with his pen betore he perute 
the B ok, 
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MARIAGE. 


There be four things con- 
ſiderable in ic, 


C Honour ) 
| — |Dmiie 
| of Benefits | of it. 


Troubles 
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I. 
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Ti ed 
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The Honour 


Reaſ. 1. from 


the Authcr, 


Gen, 2,22, 


Gen. 2:18, 


is undefiled. Adamand Eve might have uſed 
it in their Innocencie. This 1s common to all 
mankind. 


Reaſ. 1. From the efficiency or Author of 
it, that is God, 5 wayecs. 

1 By juſtification. Mariage is Gods ordis 
dinance; he firſt invented it and appointed 
it- What is of God is excellent and honou- 
rablc. 

2 By adminiſtration, he maried Adam 
and Eve. When he had builded the rib he 
took our of the mans fide into a woman, he 
brought her to the mangthat is, joyned her in 
mariage with him, and God is ſaid, now to 
Jjoyn man and wife together, Math, x 9.6- that 
is, by his ordinance, and by his provi- 
dence. 

3 By Qualificationof the Perſons for a 


Matrimonial Relation ; making the woman 


to be a help meet for the man ; and the Manto 
bea fit head and guide, for the woman, This 
is Gods work, A Prudent wife is from the 
Lord. Prov. 19. 14, So is a loving Husband. 
God makes them 1o. 

4 By Bcnedidtion , God bleſſeth them to- 
gether to make them partakers of al the Ends 
and comforts of mariage. As he did Adam 
and Eve, when he had madethem and ma= 
ried them, he pronounced a large bleſſing 
upon them, ſaying, Be fruitful and multiply 
and repleniſh the earth, Children , and 
tamlies- Pſalm, 107- g1. are Gols gits. 

5s By Miſlion of his Angels, which God 
ſends torth to be miniſtring ſpirits to his 
ſcrvants for aſſiſtance in this bulineſs; as toA- 
bra- 


I » 


< 
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brahams Servant , when his Matter tent him 

ro Meſopotamia, to take a wife unto hi s ſon 
Iſaac,and to Iſeph, Mary's Eipouſed husband, Gen. 34 
Math. s. 20. and 2.13, The Mlniftry of 7. 27. 403 
Angels about mariage(by DircRion and pro. Math, £. 20, 
_— it to be we ighty and worthy 

in it ſelf, though unto many itſeemeth 

Worldly and baſe. 

Reaſ, 2. From the Subj<& and Circums- Reaf. 25 from 
ſtances of mariage at the firft, Who were the ſubje& 
the firſt couple whom God maried? Adam and — 
Eve, who were the common Parents of all 7 
Man-kind;oft all the Kings, Queens, Princes 
and Nobles in the wor!d; yea of Jeſus Chriſt 
according to the flelh. Even he was The 
Son of Adam, Luke 3-38. 

Where was mariaye firſt Celebrated? TI 
paradiſe, where God maniteſted his preſence 
to our firſt Parents; which made the place 
a Heaven upon Earth. 

When was mariage firſt inſtituted and 
miniſtred ? In #he:ime of mans Innocency,before 
his fall. Bc:fore fin entr<d intothe world. 

Therefore there is no fin in Mariagez but » 
mariage isnow a Remedy again(t fin. 

The perſons, place and Time of the firſt 
mariage , or of mariag? at the fift, dos pur 
Honour upon it. 

Reaſ. 3. From J:\us Chriſt who highly reac. 3 From 
honcared mariage, not onely by chuting Jeſus Chriſt. 
tobe conceived and torn of a woman Eſ> 
pouſc1to a man 3 and by his preſence at that 
mariage in Cana of Galilee, where he wrought 
his firſt miracle, and manifeſted forth his Glory John. 2. 1, 2, 
»y turning water into wine 3 and by cem- 10, 11, 

B 2 paring 
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paring the kingdom of Heaven to « wed1in*! 
feaſt, But cſpecially by chufing a Conjugal 
Relation toftand in to nis Church ( as hus- 


band to wife) and thercin 

| 1. To manifclt and Communicate 

j himſeclfro her. 

d 2. To ſolace and dclight himſelf 

with hzr. | 
3+ Togloryfic himſelf in her; and her 

L with himſelf for ever in Heaven. 

1 his mariage is begun berween Chriſt and 
his Church and every true believer in Eſpou- 
ſa) upon Earth, Hoſez 2.19. 2 Cor.1t.2. and 
it is conſummated jn Heaven, Revel. 19. 7, 
S, 0. 

Bleſſed are they which are called to the Ma- 
riage-ſupper of the Lamb ; that is as ſome ex» 
pound it, the Timeot Celeſtial Joyes. 

Hence the Civil mariage between man and 
wife is made by Paul, a figure or repreſenta= 
tion of the Myſtical Mariage between Chrilt 
and his Church, and every childe of God; 
in reſpc@ of che union, or neer conj.n&ion 
of them. ( This is now bene of my bone and 
fleſh of my fleſh, ſaid Adam ot his wife, Ger, 
2 23. we are members of bis(that is Chrilts) 
bedy, of his fleſh, and of his bones,ſaith Paul of 
Saints and Bzleivers, Epheſ.5.30.and of Con« 
jagal Communion between them. Therefore 
Paul concludes verſe 32. This is a great My 
ftery, but 1 ſpeak, concerning Chriſt and the 
Church : as it he had ſaid, Al] I have written 
concerning kusband and Wiite, ſets forth the 
Matrimonial Relation and fellowſhip be 
tween Chrilt and bis Church, his exprefſions 


of 


ALT 
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Of love to her; and interchangeably her du. 
tjzs to him, 

Let me adde, Is it not an honour t5 Mas 
riage that a moſt (ſweet choice Piece of 
Scripture was indited by the Holy Ghoſt.as 
an Enithalamium or Mariage-ſong, called 
The Song of Songs, that: is, of all ſongs the ce. 1 vv 
moſt excellent, b:cauſe it cclebrateth the My» 
ſtical Mariage between Chriſt and the 
Church ; and pourcth forth a Torrent of 
Spiritual love that is between them. . The 
forty and fifth Plalm is of the ſam? ſubjeR, 

A Pſalm of Love, or Mariage- Hymn, ſetting 
forth Chriſt thz bridegroom in his Glory; 
and the Church his ſpouſe in her beauty. 

Reaſ, 4. From Genzral Conſent and Os gu 
pinion, which (as ſome obſerve) hath ſet* General con- 
led mariage in Dienity and Honour : and fenr. 
graced it with Priviledges, and granced Im- Regers of Ma- 
munities to it far above fingle life, both in —_— _ 
war and peace. bo 

Uſe 1» Think not ſlightly of Mariage as nor 
a low contemprtible thing ; bur highly, as a 
Solzmn Ordina':.ce cf God, of great conſe- 
quence and Importance to you; wherein the 
future Comfort of your Lives is bound up, 
Theretore cntzr not raſhly int» it, but advi- 
{edly with due conitderation for the choiſe 
of a fi: yokete]low. Every purpoſe ((aith , 
Solomon) is eſtabliſhed by Counſel , and with 
good advice make war. | may addc, with 
good advice mary : becauſe Mariage is not 
upon liking (Gol hates putting away, Mal. 
2.16 ) but tor lite. Ic 1+ che eying of iuch a 
Knot as nothing but death can looſe: it is a 
B 2 buiineſs 
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buſineſe of latins importance. An Errouft 
therein may prove dangerous. Shall we ac- 
count that Relation or condition mean or 
inconſid:rable, wherzof God himſelt was 
the Inſticutor and Miniſter ? Adam and Eve 
the firſt couple? and Paradiſe the place 


| where, and Innocency the ſtate or Time 


Uſe 2. Pre- 
ferve the Hg- 
-NOUr of Its 


Hcebr.,13. 4- 


when Mariage was cel-brated at fiſt ? which 
Chriſt hath choſen to a& into his Church 
unto Eternity ? 

Uſe 2. Then Husbands and Wives ſhould 
preſerve the Honour of Mariage in their 
Carriage; an1 not blemiſh or ſtain the Glo- 
ry of it, Either 

x. Bybcing light, vain, looſe, frolick in 
their ſpirits or demeanour,for that is a diſho- 
nour to the Gravity of Mariage. 

2. Orby bcing troward, peeviſh, proud, 
ſullen, aiicontented, impatient, dildainful 
in their ſpirits or carciage; for that is a 
diſhonour to the Amity, Suavity and Socie- 
ty of Mariag?. 

g- Or by unfaithfulnefſe and bodily un- 
cl:armeſle , «cmbracing the boſoms of ftran= 
gers 3 for that is a diſhonour to the Unity, 
Purity, Chaſticy of Mariage. Whoremongers 
ani Adulterers God will judge, if Magiſtrates 
do nor. 

4 Or by loving any other mian or woman 
in a conjugal way, better then his own wife, 
or her own Husband. This is a diſhonour to 
Gods Juſtiacation of mariage and to the 
mariagc-bond and covenant ; which tieth 
Husband and wite, toforſake all othcrs, in 
this way ; and tocleave in love one to ano- 

| ther, 
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ther,inſeparably, till death, 


Uſe. 3 Then, take Care and indeavourto Uſe.z.Honour 
honour God, in your Mariage , by marying God in maris 
age, 


in the Lord, v Cor.7.39.and 11. 11. 
®y. What isit to marry in theLord ? 


Anſ. To make God the beginning and end 


of our Mariage. 

1 The beginning of it, by ſeeking ear- 
neſtly to God for councel & diretion there- 
in : for guidance of our AﬀeQion to a right 
objc& ; for the choice of a fit yoak-» fellow : 
for making the Woman a Comfortable help, 
and the man a ſutable Head ; expeQing to re- 
ceive one another, as a ſpecial gift and token 
of favour from the hand of God. For who 
findeth a wife, findeth a good thing and ob- 


Make God the 


inning of 


riage. 


taineth favour of the Lord , ſaith Jolomon, prov. 1g. 22. 
And, Houſe and riches are the Inheritance of Prov. 1g. 14, 


fathers ( a man may have a woman and a 
portion from her father ) but a prudent wife 
C or the Qualifications of a woman to make 
her a wif? )) « from the Lord : the ſame may 
be (aid of the man. Alſo, by looking chiet- 


ly at or forthe grace of God, one in ano«. 


ther, as the load-ftone of our love, and the 
inkindler of our afte&ions each to other. 
Look more at inward goodneſs then at oit- 
ward goods or beauty: eſpzcially at ſurablzs 
neſs in Pceliaicn,Be ye not unequally yoked toges 
ther with unbelievers, ſaith Paul 2 Cor. 6. 14. 
Do not mary with idolatcrs or Infidels, this 
is inp Cyiv, as when beaſtz of diverſe 
kinds draw togctherz an ox and an afſe might 
not be coupled rogzrher inthe Jaw. We ſhould 
b2 attraid to yokeour ſelves with any un- 

: B 4 tame 


d Dcl., 22. 10. 


Deut. 22,11. 


Gen. 26. 35* 
chap. 27.46» 
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Charron. 
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tam:d heifers or bullocks, that will nox 
berr Chriſts yoke, We ſhould 1:t Religion 
have a Negative voice in our choice,that is 
not to mary any who are not really, or 
hopefully religious. When perſons match 
themſelves torthoſe that ar2 either profane 
and of no reglion, or of falſe an contrary 
Religions; then their wedding garment 
(as one ſaith) is made of Lincy wolſey , and 
the wedding Ground is plowed with an Ox 
and an Aﬀe. Such mongrel mariages 
brought deſtrutlon upon the old world,Gen. 
6. 2, 3. God forbids ſuch ungodly matches, 
Deut. 7. 3,4. Eſaus marying the daughter of 
the Canaanites was a great grief of minde to 
his father: and mother, and made Rebekah 
weary of her life. If Moſes mary an Ethiopi.. 
an he cannot change her colour or her Qua- 
lities : ſhe will be a{vexation to him. Wo to 
Sampſon, it he mary a Philiftize though he 
was theftrongeſt man. If Solomon mary Ido» 
Jatrous wives they will turn away his heart 
after other Gods, though he was the wilceſt 


Kings, 11+ 1,3, Man upon carth, 


o marry uncqually, as a wiſe wan tc a 
fooliſh woman ; or a vcrtuous woman to a 
profane wicked man,is, as one faith,to binde 
the living to the dead 5 which was the cruel- 
Jeſt Death invented by Tyrants, to make the 
living languiſh and die by the company of 
the dead, 

2 To make God the end of our Mariage, 

_ 1 by propunding Gods glory as the prins 

cipal end of all our Mariage-comfcrts and 
enjoyments, 


2 By 


> en 
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2 By ordering our whole Carriage in 
that Matrimonial ſtate, according to therule 
of Gods word. 

3 By depending on God for his preſence 
therein,and bleſling thereon. 

4 By improving mariage, topromote our 
ſerving of God, and the ſaving of our ewn 
ſouls : 

But more of theſe inthe next thing to be 


confidered in Mariage. 


II; The 
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The Duties 
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I Special due 
ties of hug- 
band towiſe 6, 
x. Love, 


2 Sam. 12. 


s. Ten1-:rnels, 


BAEEESRSTESES 


IT. 
T he Duties of Mariage. 


Hich are. : 
1 Special, of the one Party to 
the other. 
2 Orcommon to both, and tobe pertor- 
med by both, joyntly and mutually. 
I The ſpecial Duties of husband to wife 
arc theſe. 6. 


1 A love to her, which ſhould be, pure, 


chaſte, ſincere, intire,conftant. The Husband 
ſhould love his wife. 
f, 1 As Chriſt loved his Church,Eph. 5. 
25. 
2 Asthe man Ioveth his own body, 
] ver. 28. 
3 As he loveth himſelf, his whole 
ſeli, ver.33+ 
As Iſaac loved Rebekah, Gen. 24, 67. 
This duty of Love, comprehends all the 
reſt : becauſe all , whatſoever the Husband 
ſaith or doth to his wife, ſhould ſpring from 
Lovec,and taſte of love, She ſhould be dear to 
him as kimſelf , and lie as a Lamb in his bo» 
ſom. Jacob was content to ſerve a double ap» 
pr-ntithip under a Churliſh Maſter, for Ra- 
chel to b: his wife, becauſe he loved her more 
then Lezh. 


2 Dutic of the Eusband is Tenderneſs 
and. 
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and kindneſs, to nouriſh and cheriſh her, as 
the more tender part of himſclf, as a man 
doth his own flefh; yea 2s Chrift doth vhe 
Church : to ſupply her with Neceffaries 
and Conveniences; and ſuffer her go want 
nothing that is fit for her, and to cover her 
weakneſſes. Then Husbands muſt not be bitter to 
their wives nor injurious, nor vexations, not 
make drudges of them. Their Authority Col.3.19. 
ſhould ſavour more of loving reſpe& tothem 
then of rigorous power. Husbands ſhould 
exerciſe ſo ſweet and amiable a Goverment 
over their wives, fo as not onely their bo- 
dics, but alſotheir wills and hearts may be 
ſubje& unto them. When Husbands cauſe 
their wives to go to God with tears, to com- 
plain of their unkindneſs and harſhneſs to 
them, God will regard and receive their 
offerings no more. To this end the Husband : 
ſhould conſider, his wite is his companion gy, 14. s 
and the wife of his Covenant, made of a rib 
taken out of his fide, not of a bone taken 
out of kis foot, therefore he muſt not tram- 
ple upon her 3 and ſheistob2 in a ftate but of 
Collateral ſubj:&ion to him. She is his yoke- 
fellow, that ſtands on even ground with him, 
and draws on the left fide. He ſhovId make 
her yoke aseaſy as may be; and not ſuffer 
the heavier endto lie on her Neck, becauſc 
the is the weaker veſse). | 

3 Dutie, is du2Reſpet and Honour to 
her, Peter gives 3 reaſons for it. 3 —_ 

1. The-witfe is the weaker veſſel therefore * * © 3 77 
2 mult be car. fully and gently handled, as 
a chryital glaſ:. 

| 2 The 


EplLs 29. 
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The duties 


2. The wife is cobeir with her Husband 
of the grace of life , that is of the lite of 
Grace and glory. 


For(as one obſerves )ſouls have no Sexes ; 


 andas they arc in Chriſt they are both cqual, 


male and female are in him all one. 
3. That their prayers be not hindred, A 


Husbands diſfreſpe& to his wite breeds diſ- 


content between them, diſtrations in the 
familie, and interruptions *in duties, anda 
contempt of them both. To which I may 
adde that of Solomon, A vertuous woman is 4 


Pro, 1*- 4+ "crewn tobe Hnsband. and if ſhe give him a 


crown , he may afford to give her honour. 
A Husband by debaſling and diſgracing his 
wite , diſhonoureth himſelf. 


4.loftcuttion, 4. Duty of the Husband to the wife, is 


* 


'Inſtru&tion , Dire&ion , and conſolation, to 
teach her, counſel her, lead and comfort her, 
as her head (Eph.5.23.) and Gwide, Prov.2. 

17. Thisis to dwell! with her according to kitow- 
ledg, 1 Pet. 3 7. Hence the wite ſhould learn 
of ber Husband. Core14- 34, 35 3 Tim. 2. 11, 
12-A Husband may put honour upon his wife 
by hearkening to her Counſel, and not de- 
ſpitng the Came : which is his Dutie when 
the adviſcth and perſwades him to good 3 or 
diſſwades him from Evil. This may be agreat 
advantage to him. For God ſomeumes 
giſtcth and graceth the wife equally or above 
the Husband, as he did Abigail above Nabal, 
f.r he was a fool. Inall that Sarah hath ſaid 


unto thee hearken unto ber woice , ſaid Godto | 


Abrohm, Gen. 21. 12. So did Elkanab to 
Hyunch, 1 Sam. 1 22,23: and David ba_ 
n2c 
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ned to Abigails Advice, before ſhe was his 
wife; how thankful was he both to God and 
to her for it, 1 $4.25 32.1035. HManoah did 
the like to his wife, Zudg.13.22,23. 

5. Duty is clcaving to her, forſaking fa- 
ther and mother , and his deareſt triends 
for her, and to be glued to her, and to be» 
'come one with her, Eph.5. 31. One fleb, 
to dwell with her, not onely one houſe , but 
on? bed ſhould hold them. And torcjoyce 
in her, Ecc/eſ. 9.9, and Prov.5.18.19. or Jive 
Jjoyully with her, make: her his Chepthzibab: 
an1 be raviſhed alway with ber love , 

The witc ſhould be as dear ro the Husband 
as the Hind # tothe Hart, as the Doe tothe 
Roe2-buck, This will make him drink waters 
out of his own Ciſterne onely. Not the 
having of awite, but to delight in her and 
lovingly to comport with her, will keep a 
man chaſte from embracing the boſom of a 
ſtranger.Prov.5.49,20. A man ſhould count all 
others ſtrange women in compariſon of a 
wite. 

6. Duty is pretcAaion of his wife from 
wrongs and dangers, io reſcue her, it in J2o« 
pardy (as David did his wites,1 Sm. 30-18- ) 
andto right her,it injures Abraham was toSa- 
rah tor a Covering of the Eyes, that is, her Hus- 
band to defen.| hot from injury, Boz was to 
take Ruth into his protetion as the hen her 
chickevs under her wines, ligni:yed by ſprean 
ding bis ſkirt over ber, Ruth. 3.9.and 2.12. that 
{he might be ſafe under the wings of her haſ- 
band. A man givet'; Coverture ; no ation 
bs brought againlt theg;wite , jchc man is.to 

ani wer. 


5. Adheſion. 


6.Prote&tion 


Gen. 20-I6. 
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2. Dutics of 

wife to hus- 
band. 6. 

x Submifjon- 


Col.18, '3 


anſwer,ſke gocth Covert baron,as is obſer- 
ved. Therefore woman was made of a bone 
from under the Mans Arme, that he might be 
a prote&ion and defence toher.The Husband 
muſt. be as a houſe fide for his wife, as the 
fruitful vine to ſpread her ſc]f on,to ſupport 
and ſtrengthen her,Pſ-128.3.andareſt to give 
her a ſafe and ſetled abode,Ruth 1.9. 

2. The Duties of the Wite to the Husband 
are theſe fix. 

Firſt, Submiffion to his Authority, and 
to his juſt and zqual commands, 1 Peter 
3-1. 

i. As unto the Lord, Fpheſ. 5, 22. as ha» 
ving to deil with God, whoſe Ordinance 
this is, that the wite ſhould live in ſubje&i- 
on to her own Husband, and that for con» 
ſcience ſake: This is fit in the Lord. 

2. eAsthe (burch is ſubjeft unto Chrift, Eph. 
5. 24- that is freely, willingly, revercntly, 
conftantly and univerſally in all things. 

The Apoftle giveth four Reaſons of the 
womans fubje&tion to the man, or ſubor- 
dination to him, and dependance on 
him. 

1. Becauſe ſhe was made out of man, ſcil. 
of a rib taken out of his ſide, 1 Cor. 11.8. 
The man ( ſaith Paul ) 3s not of the woman 
(he was made at firſt of the earth) but the 
woman was made of man, 

2. The woman was made for the man at 
ficſt, not the man for the woman, 1 Cor. 11. 
9. I will make him (faith Gol) a help meet 
for him, Geu, 2,18. to ſerve and obey him 
$ hec Suprzrior. Hence ir is ſaid, that the 

Wo» 
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woman is Vir Occaſtcartys : a man occatio» 
nat*, a mans GCccafion, or t12 Occaſion of a 
man to {crve a3 an aid and a3 a Second to 
| man- | 
| . Th: roman was made after the man; 
for Adam was firit formed, then Eve, 1 Tim. 
2.13 
- The woman was firſt in the Tranſgreſ- 1 Tim. 2.14. 
fion. She was firit deceived by the Serpent, 
then ſh: drew her Husband into the ſame 
deception 3 hereby ſhe was the cauſe and be- 
ginning of fin, and ruine to all mankinde : 
and though fhe was given to be a help to 
man, yet (he proved at firſt to be a great hurt 
and hindrance to him. From this priority 
and cauſality of the woman in fin, the Apo« 
[ile infers and prefeth ſubjeHion and filence 
upon her to the man, and xot to uſurp Autho= 
rity over the man, 1 Tim, 2.11, 12, 14. upon 
this account ſhe was more ftraitly ſubje&cd 
to her Husband. For this was inflifted as a 
chaſtiſement for fin upon the woman, that Gen. 3. 16. 
her defire ſhould be ſubje& to her Hu-band,$ 
he ſhould ruleover her:which implics,as ſome 
obſerve, a further Rule then man had over 
her by Creation ; and with more trouble and 
gricf unto woman-kinde: So that the yoke 
| is now become to her more hard and heavy 
' tbe borne. 
IVomen may Object, 
Objef. That was Eves fault to be d :ceived 
| by the Serpent, and to be firſt in the Tran(- 
grefſion, not ours. 
Anſw. Eves puniſhment is youss, there- 
fore her fault is yours. Her peculiar (in is 
| the 
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2.Revcrern.Ce. 
Epi.5.33-7 


the fall ( diftin& from Adays ) is juſtly 
imputed to you, or el{c her particular puniſh- 
ment, (diſtin& from Adams ) is unjuſtly in- 
flifed upon you. Eves fault is as much 
yours, as Adams fin is ours, 

This ſubje&ion of the wife to the hus- 
band was the ground of the womans wearing 
& vail or covering, as a (ign ſhe is under the 
power and Authority of her Husband, 1 Cor. 
11+ 9, 10. and ſubject to him. Rebekah cook 
a vail and covered her ſelf when (he ſaw I1- 
ſaac, Gen. 24+ 65+ 

Therefore ſhe was made out of the (ide, 
not of the head, that ſhe might be under 
him, not above him in place and power, Sa» 
rah obeyed Abraham, whoſe daughters all 
obedient wives arc, 1 Pet. 3.6. And the holy 
Women in old Time who truſted in God,were in 
ſubjetion to their ownHuſbands,to v.5.and thoſe 
wives that are not obedient totheirHusbands, 
arenot good, Tit.z. 5. In this ſence (as ſome 
conceive) the woman is ſaid to b: The Glery 
of the man, Cor.1t.7, ſcil: by her ſubjc&on , 
when (he obeyes her Husband, as man is the 
glory of Gad when he obeyes God. This 
isthe firſt Duty of the wite, Submiſſion, a 
Comely Leſson for her to learn. Diſobc» 
dience in a wife is a fault even in a Queen, 
much greater in a meaner woma'! , ev*n 
among Heathens,much more among Chriſti. 
ans that are better taught, as in Queen Vaſhe 
ti, Eſther,I.12. 20. | 

2. Daty ot the wife is Reverence toher 
husbands perſon, all due refpet to him, 
as hzr head, in word and decd, in geſture and 
deportm<cnt 
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deportments Even as Sarau obeyed Abraham 
and called him Lord. 1 Pet 3- 6. ſtheis(as one 
faith)crowned and chronicl'd for it. Michal 
mocked her Husband David, and God {mote , Sam. 6,2, 
her with barrenneſs for it, ſhe was childleſs to 23. 
her death. The wifes revercntial reſpe& to 
her husband is an honour to him , and an 
Ornament to = ſelf. NE” 

- Duty is Helpfulneſs to her Husband in 
= er in his body to cheriſh that, in 3.Helpfulnes, 
his ſoul to tender that, in his family toorder 
thatz in his Eſtate to get, at leaft to ſave 
and to diſpoſe thar aright ; not ta ſpend or 
walte the ſame ; in his calling and affairs to 
promore them; in his Name and Credit to 
preſerve thac : in his fecrets to lock them up 
in her bolom. She ought to be a Help to 
him in every thing, a hinderance in nothing, 
Elſe ſhe is a woman, but wt a wife, and he 
that findes her doth not find a good thing, 
Prov.18. 22. The wite ſhould cherith her hugs» 
band as the better part of her felf. For 
this very end God made her for man, and 
maried herto mangto be ahelp meet for him, 
Gen.2.18. It ſhe be not a meet help for the 
man, (hee will not pleaſe, fatisfie and give 
content. A wite is like a garment though 
the cloath its made of be very good , yet 
it it do not fit uz, it will notpleaſe us, it 
wil be uneaſy or uncomely we take no delight 
to wear it : Conveniency cauſcth contenta» 
tion. If the wite be no meet help ſhaped 
and cut out as it were of purpoſe for the man 
ro fit and ſute him every way in his die 
ſpolition converſation, and occalions the will 

CG not 
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Pro.31- 11, 
12s 


| 4. Chaſtity 
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not tit cloſeto the man, as a garment doth 
to the body that firs it , but hang looſe,or be 
ready to falloff and rather hinder then fur« 
ther him: and not bean Ornament to him. I 
commend Proev.31. from 30. to the end, as a 
Glaſs for all that would be good wives to 
look and dreſs themſelves in, or as a pattern 
to imitate, or Rule rowalk by every day. 
A vertuous woman will do her husband good and 
not evil all the 'days of ber life, &&c. approve 
her (elf faithful to him in every thing, that 
his beart may truſt ſafely inher. For Mariage 
is Conjugium, the fellowſhip of a yoak,, wherein 
the wite muſt bear one end, and draw equal- 
ly with her husband. 

4+ Duty is Chaſticy of Converſation 
(which followes from chaſtity of afte&ion 
and diſpoſition in the heart ) wives wult ab- 
ſtain, not onely from all as, but from all 
Appeararces of lightneſs, wantonnefle, dal- 
liance or unfaithfulneſs; that their husbands 
who caſt off ordinances and holy duties, 
may, by the holy and chaſte converſation of ' 
their wives, be gained to the Lord; to have 
aliking and good opinion of the Goſpel 
and the way2s of Chriſt in which they walk, 
1 Pet. 3.1,2. This ſhould be the wifes deſign 
upon her husband, 

5- Duty is Conjugal feare of offending 
or difpleating her husband. She that # maried 
(Saith Pau!) careth for the things of the world, 
how ſbe may pleaſe h:r husband, 1 Cor.9.34. 
Wives ſhould couple chaſtity with fear in 
their carriage to their kusbands, nct to croſs, 


or \ex ,Or greive them, 
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46. Dut of a wife is modeſty, of Apparel 5s Modeny. 
and of tons 1 Of Apparel,not to af- 1 A—_ 
fe&t coſtly, gaudy attire, new fangled fa. 

ſhions , or to go above her rank, or to pive 
way topridz, vanity, excels therein ; orto 
account outward adorning , a5 plaiting of 
the hairc, or wearing of Gold, &c. or deck« 
ing of the body, her chiete Ornament, but, 

1. Ameeh and quiet ſpirit ( the frame of 
the hidden man of the heart ) which # incor 
ruptible , which is of great price iu the ſight of 
God, 1. Pet. 3-3, 4. and a great Ornament in 
the lig't oft men. For after this manner in 
the Old Time the holy wom-n who trufted in God 
and were in ſubje(io110 their own Husbands 4» 
dorned themſelves, verl. 5+ 
2. And good works. Twill, faith Paul, that , 5, , 

women adorn themſelves in modeſt apparel, with 8, g, 10, : 
ſhamefaſtneſs and ſobriety, uot with broidered 
hair, or gold, pearls or coſtly arayz But which 
become women proſeſſing Godlineſs, with good 
works. Both Paul and Peter are tobe yncers 

ſ:0.1 in a Comparative ſenſe, thatwomens 
adorning (hould be, not ſomuch in outward 
attire,as in inward vercucs, or rather in the 

latter then in the former. Even Godly wo» 

men may wear Gold, and jewels,and preci- 

ous things, and good attire, as Rebekah did 

the earring and bracelets which Abrahams geq 14, 
ſervant put upon her, with theſe limitatis 20, 47; 
ons. 

_ T. That theſcbe ſutableto their rank,place 

and ſtate, and not coſtly above their ability, 

and as the moſt wiſe, godly, grave women 

are habited, 
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2 That thcy be without wantonneſs, waſt= 
falnzſs or curious nicer :1:, or new fangled» 
neſs for fathion. God viiceth for ſtrange 
apparel, Zeph.1,S. 

3 Wichour pride, Vanity or Exceſs, or 
thinking better of themſelves for them. 

4 $9 that they place their chieteſt fineneſs 
in their inward adornings rather then out- 


ward, more in their Graces and good works - 


then in their Garments;and indeavour by the 
outward ornament of their bodies to ſet forth 
the inward beauty of their ſoules., 
2 'Of behavi= 2 Alſomodeſty of behaviour, to expreſs 
Our. the inward holineſs of their hearts in ſober 
Wn” ..deportment, in countenance, geſture and 
ſpzech ; to open their months with diſcretion, 
Prov.7.11,12 Prov, 31. 26. and bridle their tongues,and not 
and 9413, heas the harlot babling and clamorous-, 
who is as extravagant in her Tongue as 
in her fect- Good wives ſhould: account 
meekneſs of ſpiric their chict ornament, and 
take heed they be not cither 

1 Proud, or imprrious in their ſpirits, 
ſpeeches, looks,Carriage : 

2 Orunquiect, turbulent, impatient, al- 
way brawling or chiding. Such wives are 
neither credit nor comfort to their huſ* 
bands, but a continnal vexation : Thorns 
in their ſides, and pricksintheir eyes. The 
contentions of a wife are a continual dropping, 
19. Prov. 13. and 27. 15, Like rain that 
talls into aIl che rooms ot a houſe, which is 

Prov. 21.9 25, VETY tedious and irkſome. It is better to 
24. aw'l in the Corner of a houſe-top, then with a 
trawing woman in a wide houſe, 


Thus 
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Thus much concerning the particular du» 


ties of Husband to wife, and of the wife to 
her Hus>and. 
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2. Now follow the Dutics Common to 2.puties com- 
both husband and wife; and to b2 perform- mon to both. 


ed by both, or Exerciſed to, cr with, or for 7- 


both, which are <cqually r:ciprocal and of 
like Obligation. Theſe are ſeven. 


1. Prayzrto God,frequent and fervent,both * Fray©* - 


joyntly and ſeverally, for all mariage Gra= 
ces and mariage Comforts. Eſpecially, 

1. For ſutablencſſe of Diſpoſition; that 
Go«l would faſhion yorr hearts alike. 

2. For wiſdom to carry with moſt beauty, 
amiableneſs and ſw-:n.ſs, for th: bench, 
and advantage, comtort and encouragement 
one of another. 

3 For Gods przſence with youin it, and 
forGods bleſſing upon it,and that God would 
build you a houfe,((P ſam. 127. ) by giving 
you hopeful children, fairhtul fervants,bleſs 
ſed goods. Let Husband and wife intereſt 
God much in their Mariage by prays 
cr. 

Reaſ. 1B:caufe a Conjugal condition can 
be no more comfortable or {atisfa&ory ro 
us, then Gol maketh it. It will be an 
empty thing if God donotfill it, and bitter 
it God do not (weeten it. It is not the ha- 
ving of a Husband or a Wife, bur of God in 
them or wich them, that giveth content,com- 
fortand ſatisfaftion. We ought in all our 
wayes to acxnowledge God, eſpecially in 
Mariage, which is one of the chief of our 
waye:, and a great Turn of our lives which 
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concernsthe tutar- Comfort thereof. 

2 Becauſe mercies got with prayer, are 
got with a bleiling , and prove the ſweeteſt 
mercies of all. Prayer ſanAifics Ma- 
riaze, 1 Tim 4. 3, 4 and makes the afts 
of it holy in manner, and happy in 
enJ. 

2. Common duty is Conjugal love which 
is not propzrtothe Husband alone, but ſhould 
be mutual and reciprocal between them both; 
Tothis end husband and witc ought to love 
one another. 

1 Chiefly for the grace of God the one 
ſeeth inthe other : that being unchanecable, 
their love will be conſtant, When Religion 
tizthth: knot of affe&Qion between them, it 
holds faſt rill death. But when they love 
one ano: her chiefly for other refpe&ts, as 


beauty, wzalth, or fulfilling the defires of - 


the fl-ſh, &c. when theſe are ſaticfi:d or tail, 
love will cool. 

2+ R-ally at theirhearts, orin fincerity. 
For eo diſſemble 1ff tions, and Coumter- 
feit loveand kindncots, will deprive them of 
the comfore and ſwectneſſe of mariage, and 
make it in Time a burden and birtterneſsto 
them. Sinccre lov: knits their hearts as 
m-n joynes their hands together ; Elſe they 
will not cleave, but fi: looſe; and be ready to 
leave one another. 


4- Grounds of Bur there be four ſpecial Grounds of mu« 


nucual love. 


tual Jove and deareneſs between EKusband 

and wite, ſcil. Donation, Propricty, Unjon 
and N-ceſli:y, 

1, Donation They ae ſpecial gifts be- 

| ſtowed 


—__ 


— 


—O—_ _= em. 4 


—e <= . 


em. 


 — 


© I—— , -_ . 


' wiſe bath not power of her own body but her bus- 


of Mariages 2 3 
ſtowed by God, the one upon the other, 1 Donation, 
which ſhould be a precious Endearment of Prov. 18.22, 
one to other, Thus they ſhould look ar them- 39 19-14: 
ſelves. This is the woman God hath given to 
meto b2 a meer help for me,above al thewo- 
men in the world. So this is that man God 
hath fitcd forme and given to me for a head 
and Guide above all other men in the world. 
2.Propriety,or the Mutual Intereſt they have 
by matrimony, on? in another. They are one 
anothers Owne,properly and pcculiarly ; foas 
they ar: no bodieselſe; and ſo as no perſon 
orthing in the world is their own; for they 
are mari:d, One to another 3 ſo are they to 
no bo 'y,to nothing befides. The Apoſtle af 
ferts ti1s matrimonial intereſt in the 1.of Cox, 
7.2. Let every man have his own wife ; and 
every woman have her own husbanld. The 


2 Propriety 


band nor the Husband hath power of his owne 
body but the wife, ſoas not to account their 
own bodyes tc be at th-ir own diſpoſal, The 
wife is theHusband. only one,and he is hers, 

They ſhould b2 mutual! darlings one to an» 
other, becauſe they} are mutual Proprietors 
one of another : by ſelf reſignation of c:c" to 
other they give themſelves mutual power one 
over another. Now every one loveth his 
cwn beft, n92 quiz pulchrum, ſed quia Saum , 
his own Childrcn, his own goods, his own 
houſe &c. for propricty more then for beau= 
ty ; beauſe they are his own, Shalla man 
love any thing that is his own but his wife ? 
or better then his witc? or ſhall a wite loy? 
any thing that is her own but her husb .n&? 
C4 or 


mm... 


The Dutzes 


or better then her husband?or ſhall a man lave 
other mens wiv2:,ora woman love other wos 
m-ns husbands better then their own? Peculia” 
rity of Intereſt is a Ground of Speciality of love. - 

3- Ground of fpecial love between them 
is union-The Conjun&ion Husband and wife 
have one with ano ther. . They two are in 
many reſpetts as on? perſon : and ſo one to- 
gether, as they are not ( orſhould nor be ) 
with any one beſides in all the world, to 
wit #ze fleſh, Gen. 2. 24+ asit were incarnated 
one io another : Adam acknowledged this, 
when God had made the woman for 


him and brought ( or maricd Y her to him , 


GEN. 23 23. 


G21. 2. 244 


I Ccr.7.9, 


Nalach.2 16. 


he faid,This is now bone of my bone, and fleſh of 
my fleſh, to ſhew his Thanktulnes to God and 
loveto his wite, as wondering at Gods good- 
neſs tohim therein. Mariage is a moral con- 
jun&tion of twoperſons, ſo as Man and wife 
are in Law one fleſh by Gods Ordinance.It 
is the ftrifteſt bond of any relation,and ther« 

fore a fellowſhip of the deareft amitie,nearer 

then that between Parents and Children. 

Though children have their ff:{h and bone 

from their Parents, yetthey are not one fleſh 
with their Parcnts.Therefore ſhall a mn leave his 
fatber,and mother and ſhall cleave unto his wife, 
This, was the ſan&ion of mariage-All Society 
mukſt be lcft, that this between man and wife 
miy be kept. This is Pauls rule:Let not the wife 
depart from her hushand, and Let wot the Hus- 
band put away his wiſe, for God hates putting a= 
way,The wife muſt be an individual companie 
on of lite, The ſaying of the Philoſopher,thar 
p=ri<& frjend{hip is onely b2:ween two, is 
molt 
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moſt true, in thiscaſe, between man and wite, 
becauſe they two are by mariage made one. 
' The 4 Ground of ſpiritual love berween 4 Neceſlitys 
them is, Necellity of the one for theother, 

even for their being,as well as for their walk- 

' ing. In both theſereſpe&s we may underſtand 

that of the Apoſtle, Neither 3x the man without 1 Cor, 11; 11, 
the woman; neither.is the woman without the man 
in the Lord. The wan is not without the wo» 
man ( norcan be ) becauſe man now is con- 
ceived and born of a woman. The wo- 
man is not without the man ; becauſe ſhe is 
now begotten of man, ſo that they are mu- 
tual Cauſes the one of the other. The woman 

hath her Generation fro the man,the man hath 

| his conception and birth from the woman. 

hey cannot be , much leſs be well, theone ' 

without the other. The Husband ſhould 

look at his wife , as Cauſe ſine qua non help 

he cannot well be without, tor God ſaid,lt i 

not good that man ſhould be alone ; and the 

weman ſhould look at her husband , under / 

q the ſame notion, It is not good for the wos 

man to be alone. Thcrefore the husband ſhculd 

not inſult over his wife, becauſe of his ſupe- 

riority cvcr her, nor the wife be diſcouraged 

|. becauſe of her in{criority or ſukjcAion to 

| © him becauſe they have need the one of the 

other; as ſellowes to bear and draw in 

one yoke together- Now mutual Necefſiry 

ſhould breed mutul love betw-:en them. What 

is ſo dear unto the wife as the childe of her 

Womb? Iſa. 49 15.yet the hucband ftould be 

dearre to her, as Etkanah ſ2id to Harnah, 1 Sam. 1,8, 
Am not I better to thee then ten. ſens ? | 

3 Com- 
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Common 
= is Com- 
munion« 


1 Of bodies. 


- 3 Ofſoals. 


1 Kings 11. 3. 


3, Of Gods. 


4, Of reſpeas 
ro their kin- 
drcd. 


3 Commun duties between Husband and 
wite is communion ( which flowes from the 
union of theirPerſons bymariage,for union is 
the ground of Communion ) or communica» 
tion,of their bodics,ſouls,goods and reſpetts. 

1. Ot their bodies, by wiutuel benevolence 
perform=d by thz oneto theother,1.Cor. 7.3.4; 

2 By cohabitation (1Pet,3.7 ) or dwelling 
together, unleſs it be for a time, and uron 
neceſſary Occaſions: 3. by conjugal fidelity, 
reſerving themſelves intirely and peculiarly 

roper, the one for the other,as Chriſt and his 
Church doth, Hoſea. 3.3» 

2 Otfttheir ſouls, forthe ſpiritual good of 
both. The heart, as wcll as the body ſh-uld 
be common berween Husband an4 wife. One 
faith, that both the body and the ſoul are 
united together in Mariage, Conjugal love 
will make hearts advance together as well 
as bodies; as amical love doth friends. The 
Soul of Jonathan was knit with the Soul of Da« 
vid, and Fonuathan loved him, a4 his own ſoul, 
1 Sam. 18,1. asluſtful love makes the ſouls 
of uncle perſons to cleave together, as 
well at their bodies, as Shechems foul clave 
to Dinah Facobs daughter, whom he defiled, 
Gens 34+ 3- and Solomon clave unto many 
ſtrange women in Jove,Bur I ſhall ſpeak more 
of this Soul communion berween maried per- 
ſons in the fourth common duty. 

3 Of their Gooqs and Eftarces, Tabours 
and indeavours; a joyntfruition thercof for 

mutual benefic and Comfort. 

4 Alfo there ſhould he a communion of 
due reſpz& and loving kindneſs, may 

In- 
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kindred and friends that pertain to <ither 
partic. The Husband ana Wite lie as coryer- 
ſtones in the wall, to jJoyn ſeycral alliances 
and kindreds rogetheryz and ought to carry 
very r-ſp:&fully eo their Attiniry contrafted 
by M:iriage. Eſau's wives off:nded greatly 
in grizving the hearts of their Husbands pa- 
rents,Gen. 26. 35. 

4- Comman duty isto further the ſalvati- 4-Further- 
on, and ſoul good one of another, as given yon the 
| of God, to that end. Husband and Wife = —_— 
ſhould labour to gain one another to Chriſt ; 
and help one another co Heaven What knoweſt 
thouw,O wife,' 4th Paul,bnt thou mayeſt be a means 
to ſave thy Husband, and wh -t kmowejt thou, © 
mangbut thou mayeit ſave thy wife. However this 
ought to be the Serious indeavors of both. Tf 
| thou know not whether thou ſhalt, yer try 
whether thou cant ; | 
To this end Extend your deſires and las 
4 bours In three particulars. 

1 To heal intirmities the one ſeeth in the 
other, as pride, paſſion, diſcontent, folly,va- 
nity, exceſs,or the like.Take the fitteſt Time, 
when the parties may beſt be wrought upon, 
it is apteſt to take Impreſſions;or is in a traft. 
| able dufile frame: and chuſe the beſt man- 
| ner,to doc it in a taking efficacious way. Beg 
wiſedom of God for i, rightly to obſerve 
what is amiſſe in a yoke-fellow ,to heal it, or 
to cover its Happy is chat couple, whom God 
makes Heaven, of Spiricual Infirmities ( or 
Sr iritual Phyſitians) one to another. The wife 
ſhould be 2 ſecond Conſcience to her Husband,a 
boſome Mnitor, to tell him privately of his 
taults,to amiend them, 2 bo 
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2 To incr-aſe Graces mutually,and to in» 
courage one another tothe Exerciſe of them, 
as, Of taith, love, patience,of prudence,picty, 
charity, ſobriety and the lik:, 

3 To Excite and Encourage unto duties, 
and to provokc one anather untc good works, 
and to quicken and ſharpen , or cdge thcm- 
ſelves thereunto,to take off dulnefsand aver i 
neſs the one trom the other. Toke fellows 
ſhould draw on one another, to God and 
good, and towards Heaven, to publick ordi- 
nances, and private excrciſes, and to the 
Communion of Saints. They (hould be goads 
and ſpurs each to other, and worſhip God 
together as Companions in his ſervice; and 
fellow travellers walking hand in hand toge- 
ther to the kingdom of glory. Thatthey 
may be like Zacharias and Elizabeth both righ« 
teous, walking in all the Commandments and or « 
dinances of the Lord blameleſs, Luc. 1. 6.1like 
Abraham an4 Sara both belicvers : like Elky- 
nah an1 Hannah, oth true worſhipers of God, 
like Aquila and Priſcill;, both helpers in 
the work of Chritt, Row. 16. 3, 4+ Now, it 
cither father or mathe rb<lieve the children 
are holy federally, s Cor. 7. 14. and many 
promiſes are madeto them, eſpecially it both 
the Parents be ſaints and belizvere, God bleſs 
ſeth ſuch with pious and proſperous children, 
which are double bleſlings,as he did Abraham 
and Sarab with an Iſaac; Elkanab and Han- 
#abh with a Samuel, Zacharias and Eliza 
beth with a Jebhx;Manoah and his wife with a 
Sampſox. Such Godly compzers wake mari» 
ave it {e]f honourablez and they will live 
anti with Glory, The 
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: The fifth Common duty is Patience, Huſc 5 Patience. 


band and Wite ſhould not onely labour to 
heal ( of which before) but (if they cannot) 
yetto bear with infirmicies, one in another. 
Remember this Rule, neverto be angry both 
at once, but the one ſhould bear with the 0+ 
thers frowardneſs and Paſſion ; and for a time 
giv:: way to it. This is the way, to overcome 
and qu-nch paſſion in a yoke-tellow, and to 
make them afterwards love one another ber- 
ter, when the one by ye:-lding a little hath 
conquered the other; whereas to be botia angry 
at once, isto add few?! to the fire, and to 
make the: flame of Contceniion between them 
very great,this wil ditloive the glue of attc&- 
on that made them cleave together, and ſepa» 
rate them, and make of one, two. Patience 
is neceſſary to prevent breachcs and preſerve 
Conjugal Amity and familiarity between ma=- 
ried Couples ; and to poileſs themſelves and 
one another. It was the ſpeech of a godly 
man, 1 count it a necefſary Qualitication in 
one whom I may match my fſclt unto, to 
have no predominant humor in her, which 
] cannot bear ; bur to be able to bear any In» 
firmity of mine. Another Reverend man ( as 
is reported ) ſeeing a very cholerick couple 
live very lovingly and quietly wogether as 
Husband and wite; asked them how they 
could ſo ſweetly agree and conſort tog: ter: 
to whom the man anſwered, when my wites 
fit is upon her, 1 yeeld to her,as Abraham did 
to Sarah; and when my tit is upon me the 
yeelds to me, and lo we nzver tirive together, 
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6.Procreatio 


of Children, 


— 
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but affuner. Tais wutual forbearance cach 
of other will beget contention with their 
Coujugal Ccndition ; and further their en» 
deavours to ſute their mindeto their Choice, 
and to be welt plcated one in another atter 
Mariage, though before mariage they might 


have fitted their Choice to their minde. Thar 
Mariage hath a great bleſſing in ir, wherein 
the greateſt Contention between Man and 


Wife, is who ſhouid love each other moſt, 
and pleaſe one another beft. 

6.The fixth Common duty, Procreation of 
children, Twill, ſaith Paul that the younger 
women mary and bear children. 1 Tim. 5. 14. 
efpecially to ſc dly ſeed. Tothis end 
Husband and ye thould wreſt by prayer 
with God, not onely to bleſs them with the 
fruit of the womb, but with ſuch a ſeed as 
ſhall be bleſſed,is not onely to give them chil- 
dren, but children of promiſe as well as of 
providence;ſuch as he will make his children 
by erace, as well as their children by nature, 
heirs o' God and coheirs with Chriſt. 

God at the fi-ſt made onely oe woman for 
one man, though he being the God of the 
ſpiricof all fleſh, ha4 power to have made 
more: but he did Conjoyn one woman onely 
to that one wan (and ſtill continu*th his or- 
dinance, of the fame lanvle Copulation ) 
that he might ſeek a ſeeaof God : that is,a re» 
liejous and huly po!:rity , ſuch as might 
worlhip him, the onelv true God, and pro- 
pagate his Church. This is a proper. and 
principal end of Mariage, to wit the procrea- 
tion of children,'or the propagation of Gods 

WOr- 


of M ariage 31 
worſhip and of his Church ( of which I ſhall 

ſpeak again afterwards) yea this wasthe end 

of it, Even in mans Innocency; when he 

was without fin. Hence amongſt Gods peo- 

ple virginity was 4 grief, as In the Caſe of 
Zephtahs daunhter, Fudg 11.37 ,40.and bapten- 

eſs was accounted a ſhame and reproach, as Es 
lizabeths ſpeech implies, Luc, 1» 25. Hannah © Sam. 5. 6,7 
had experience hereof, upon this Account, 
becauſe they could not increaſe the Church 

of God. For which end, Pau! bids the youns 

ger women mary. 

Whereas an ungodly ſeed ſerves to in» Tim. 2 14. 
creaſe the Synagogue of Satan, Idolatry and 
profanencts : and cauſe exceeding grief and 
troublesto their godly Parents. 

And as it ſhould be their earneſt deſire to 
brivg forth a godly ſeed; ſo ſhould it be their 
care to bring th:m up for God, in the Diſci- 

line and nurture of the Lord,in the fear and wabel 69. 
Catodas of God, and in his worſhip , les — 
ving their ſouls better then their bodies. Aus» 
gnſtin praiſed his mother, that ſhe travelled 
in greater pain tor his Soul, then ſhe did in 
bringing torth his bodie. Solomons Mother 
taught him 4 Propheſie, that is, leſſons of cha-» 
ſtiry, and temperance, and the propertics of 
a good wife, Prov. 31s His father David 
compoſ2d a Pſalm for his inſtrufton, Pſa. 

72. Timithews mother taught him the lcrip- 
tures trom his Intuncy, 2 Tim. Is. 5 3-15. 7 to build a 

7- Common dutiz is to build a godly godly tamily 
family ; not onely by the procreati- 
on and religious Education ot children 
( which is a pillar of che houſe ) Lut by a 
wiſe 
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wiſe and godly Goverment and ordering of 
the houſe, in which the wife ought co att her 
part.7 will,laith Paul, that the younger women 
mary, and bear children, and guide the houſe 
> vo termngy CoDar is domettick affairs ). To this end they 
« Tim. 5.14, 0ughtto bz diſcreet, that is prudent and cir- 
domi-port e. cumſpeA,and keepers at home,Titus 2.5.houſe- 

wives, to carry tacir houſes ( as it were ) on 

their backs,as ſnails dg.The Harlot doth not 
Prov. 5.11. ſo. Her feet abide not in her houſe,now ſhe is 
12. without , now' in the ſireer, But Abraham, 

when he vas as*t , where s Sarah thy wife? 
Gen' 18,9, heſaid, behold ſhe is inthe Tent. To this end 
Husband a"d wife ſhould put forth Joynt ens 
deavours in five particulars. 


5s Thingsare x, To performe holy duties in their houſes 


(=>. 5 09mg conſtantly, of reading the Scriptures and of 
1 Family du- Prayer,Evening and Morning. For without pra® 
ries+ yer,they and their Familic lies open to Gods 


Jec. 10.25, wrath and judgments.Let them pray with their 
| family in the morning , becauſe ſome of them 
may tall fick, and die be{ore night; and 

pray in the Evening alſo, to commit them= 

{clves and their houſe to Gods ſafe keeping 

from all peril and danger, for they know not 

whata Night may bring forth, or day cithcr, 

and if evils befal them,their hearts will ſmite 

them for neglect of this neceſſary duty ot 

prayer in their tamilics. Allo to Catechize 

repeat ſermons, and teach all in their houſe 

their dutics, and to ſeek the ſouls good of 

theic ſervants as well ax of their children,and 

as w:1Il as to exp=@ the ſervice of their bo» 
dizs,and to charge them all to walk in Gods 

ways,as Abraham did his children and houſe- 

hould 


__— 
———— 


of Mariate. E - 


—_— — 


hould, after him. Gem 18.19. and as David Prov. 4.1.9 

| charged his ſon So/omen in his lite, and at 5 R 
his death 1 K7#. 2.1.2. This is the motherscue 1.Chron.2T. 
ty alſo, to teach and command hec chilren 
their duties. My ſor, faith So/omen, keep thy proy. 1.8; and 
fathers Commandment, and for ſake nit the Law 6.20, 
of thy mother. 

The miſter of the houſe ſhould reſolve Jcſh2 4.15, 
with Joſhaz, I and my bouſe will ſerve the Lord, 
every day together ( what eyercther familes 
do _) we will pray and read Gods word 
that is, perform holy duties regether z for 
the Glory of God and the good of all our 
fouls, as well as cat, drink talk and {leep to» 
gether; and with David, Twill walk, in they, 
mideſt cf my houſe with a perfect heart. TY 
The wite alſo thould be a kelp to her Hus- 
band in family duties, and no hinderance 
therein. Queen Efther and her Maides will 
faſt and pray: For it the wife ihould draw 
back from holy dutics and be a diſcourage- 
ment to him th:rein , the ſoul of her hucbznd 
(ifhe be godly ) can take no pleaſure in her. 
She is in a poſture tending to perdition, Hehr, 
10.38. 39. 

| haveread aſad ſtory repertcd by a Re- Mr. Abbor, 
verend Minitter upon his own knowledge, of 
an honeſt Chriſtian that had a wife , world 
ly and diſtruſtful: and he being much in 
Godly Excerciſe, Morning and Evcning 
in his family , She woul.] difturbhim , and 
go: about ratling her keyes, cr making 
ſom? ocher noiſe, ro hinder him, pretenc'» 
ing that his Tim? ſpznt that way , might 6+ 
I!mploye.,in getting _ _ for his tamily. 


This 
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Rom.16.5, 


2 Chuſe good 
ſervants, 


Aﬀts 10.2 


3Exclude fin. 


Job 11.14. 
ch.22.23, 


This woman was given cver by Goto the 
Devils Temptations ſo far, thar ſhe thrutt a 
knife imo the pit of her ſtomack , and killed 
her felf, yet before ſhe died, ſhe confeſſed thus 
much to that Minifter, and craved Gods 
pardon as well as ſhe could. Had it noe 
been better , that ſhe had borne her husband 
company. in holy duties, and ſo gone hand 
in hand to heaven together ? 

Further ſet up Ge1s word to be the Law 
of your houſc, to order your family and all 
the affaircs of it according to the Rule of 
it. For Gods word moulds and ({hapcs e» 
very perſon in it for his Imployment, and dis 
res and keeps them in their ſeveral rankes, 
Places, and duties. "This is the way to 


have @ Church in your houſe, as Aquila and | 


Priſcilla had. 

2. To chuſc good ſcrvants : ſuch as know 
and fear God! or as appear traftabl: and 
hopeful to be inftrutted, and wrought upon. 
Set David before you as a pattern herein,P ſal. 
101. 6, 7- Suffer no diſordered ſwearing rants 
ing perſons to come into your hcuſe or to 
tarry in your (light, ſuch as will bring fin 
and a curſe along with them. Covct carn» 
eſtly to have a choyce pickt family, ſuch 
as Coryelius had , who feared God and all bis 
houſe. 

3+ To ſhut fin out of doores, as exceſſive 
drinking, gaming , ſwearing, lying, pride, 
contentions, vanities. 

Follow the Councel which Jobs friends 
gave him, as Zophar, Let n»t wickedneſſe dwel 
in your 1abernacle, and Eliphaz, Put iniquity 

far 


— 


far from your Tabernacle, then you ſhall know 

that your Tabernacle fball be in peace. God will Chap.3.24, 
keep houſe for you, wacn you are from 

home, as Bildad, If you be pure and upright God Job»8.6, 
will make the Habitation of your righteouſ- 

eſs proſperous. Letit be your care to make it 
righteous = = will _—_ it an 

Look wcll to the wayes of your houſhold, 

w prevent or ſupreſ; Goand to ſtop the begin» wg he 
nings thereof, to cheriſh & incourage good in 

all that live with yo, to reduce thote that go 

aſttay in opinion or in converſation. This is 

the duty of the wite as well as of theHusband. ,,., 21.29 
The vertuous woman lookgth well to the wayes 1 $am,z,1z, 
of her houſho!d Becauſe Elies ſonnes made 14+ 
themſelves vile, and he reſtrained them not , God 

judged his houſe for ever. 

5. To keep holy the Sabbath day , noe he _ 
onely you, but all within your houſe? the ** 
charge whereot lyeth mainly on the maſter 
of the houſe,and next upon the miſtreſs, Exod, 

20.-9,10, 

This Godly Covenant of your houſhold 
will draw down Gods proteftion,and blefſine 
upon your habitation, r<lations, and upon all 
your affairs. 

The uſe hereof is to exhort all Marying 
and married perſons. 

1 To lcarn theſe mariage duties, both 
ſpecial and Common, For any ro mary be. 9 y, 
fore they know their dutic , or how to car« Learn theſe 
ry thercin, is like ſecting up, before one hath mariage 
learnt rhe trade : or like anſwering a Mat. 9'icss 
&r, before one hears it, which is folly and 
[name unto him, Prov. 18, 23. 
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Ve. 2, pcr- 2 To perturmn theſe dutics ot mariage 
form them. car-tull- and conſtantly, 1 commend unto 
yo. tour Mutives or induc-m.nts hereunto. 
ER 1. Thoug) Mariage in it (elt be but a civil 
Mariapea © Matter, yt the vuries of Mariageare Matters 
marte-s of ot R-ligion, ot conſcience and obedience to 
Religion: the goſocl,\inu tul'y preſcribed and injoyn« 
ett.r-n An! Chriſt will on: day come in 
flaming tire ro ta «© venecance on them that 
oly'y noc the Golp.l, inthe precepts of it, 2 
Theſ 1.8. 
2 In che diligent and Conſcionable per- 
2 Todo the formance ot the dutic of mariage , you m1ay 
durie. expedt the comforts, benefirs and blcflings 
This roget of mariave. A wite may draw forth the 
the Comfort 1,ye and kindenels of a husbanJd, and a Huse 
ti«ccof, | - - 
band may extra the helptulne(s and :omtort 
ofa wite, by the religious doing of their 
cuties the one to the other, For man or 
woman to expec& the Comfort ofa Relation, 
and to negle&t the duty thereot, is to tempt 
* Gol; and to act the part of a hard man, 
who looks to reap where he hath not ſowen, 
andto gather where he hath not ſtrowed. 
. Motive. The ſolemn league and co» 
3 The mariage yen y.u enter into mutually at Mariage 
rd hae ( whereot God himſelf is a witneſs , Malac. 
2. 14. both of your making it, and your 
breaking it or keeping it 3 Hence it is 
called the Covenant of God; this ingage= 
cth an4 obligeth you ſt: ongely ro all Mas 
trimonial dutizs. Covenant breakcrs( even 
4 This will in wedlock) God will Juage. 
be brood ex 4 The god Carriage ot Husband and 
aiwplc. wite cach te other, acco:ding to the es 
wi 


Math. 25. 24 
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will be a good example or patern to all other 
Relations in the tamijy, toſetthema copy ; 
or teach them how to carry therein, and to 
put them i» order. Withcut this all would 
be our of frame ; the children unruly, and 
diſobedi:nt, and the ſervants untaithtul and 


diſorderly. 
So much of the Duties of Mariage, 


Now followes the third thing conſiderable in 
mariage. 
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[I]. 
The Benefits of Mariage. 


Hich may bereferred to five heads. 
They are 1. Perſonal 2. Domeſti- 
cal 3. Political 4. Eccleſiaſtical 5. Univer- 


ſal. 
1 Perſonal Be. BF, The Perfon:! Binefits of Mariage ap» 
nefics. pertaining to the partics themſelves arc 4. to 
wit, 


1. Socicty 2, Sanftity 3. Copartnerſhip 
4 furtherance of the myſtical Mariage bc- 
tween Chriſt and the ſoul. 

3. Socicty. God made man &@ ſociadle 
Creature, in re{pe& koth of the Conſtitution 
of his body, and diſpoſition of his minde : | 
Gen, 2.18, 19, 20d faid, It is nt good for man to be alone. | 
20 Though God made Adam lord over all the 

Creatures, and brought them to him, to give 
names to them all, as a ſign of his ſove+ 
raignty and authority over them ; yet for all 
this man was alone ; for among all the 
creatures there was not found a help meet for 
him or like to him in Nature : a fit and ſutas 
ble Companion, that ſhould be atter ego, 
ſecond ſelf to him. God ſet all the creatures 
before him, ere he gave him a wife; that( as 
ſome think ) he ſeeing their ſexes, might des 
lirzto have a help in his kind and nature alſo. 


God | 


x Soci ety: 
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God ſaw it was not good for the irrational Gen.7-2.99% 
living creatures to be alone,therefore he crea« WR) 
ted them male an1 femalt,in Heb.cal'd the man 
| and his wife, for the increaſe of their kind 
(to this end God bid Noah take into the Arke 
two of cvery ſort of living things to keep 
them alive, they ſhall be male an4 female, Gen. 
' 6.19, 20. and God created them male and 
female togcther,but he did not ſo in mankind 
for Adam was firit formed, then Eve. Though 
it be ſaid in Gen. 1+ 27. that God created 
them that is Adam and Eve ) male and fe- 
male, yet not together. This is an anticipati- 
on. The 27,28.verſes of Gen-1. chap. are to be 
made up with ehe 17, 1$, 19. verſes otthe 2. 
chapter together into one Relation. This 
was the Cauſe of the Creaticn of the woman, 
becauſe 44am was alone( God ſaw Adam 
Solitary an { defe&ive till he had a wife. I 
will make hin,faithGod,a help commodious 
for him. God created the woman by delibes 
rate Councel, as before he had done the man, 
Gen.n.26,27. Let ns make maninour Image. 
The creation of the woman was the work 
df the Trinity as well as of the man, When 
Adam ſaw no other fic help for him, among 
all the Creatures, it might make him the 
more frizza wife: and count it better to 
loſe a rib then to lack a wife z to want part of 
himſelf, then nor to have a ſecond felis A 
wiſe was the Complement of all to Adam: and 
a Recovery of his loſt Rib. If Adam in Innocen- 
cy, when he was pzrfe& in body and ſoul, 
and when the whole world was his own,ſtood 
ia necd of a wife even for focicty, to be his 
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Companion, and it was not good for him 
that was ſo happy to be alone, much leſs 
for poor ſin(ul, jickly miſerable man ſince 
the fall, what need hath he of a wife, even 
for Socicty? 

Two arebetter thenone, ſaith the Preacher, 
that 1s fully vcr'fizd: in conjugal Society , 
though this onely is not meant here, but that 
ſociety in all forts of atfaices is better than 
Solitarineſs. 

'Sanftity, 2. The Second B:nchi of mariage is ſanftity, 
0 to prevent ſin, and keep uz pure from Pollu- 
| tions of flcth and ſpirit. 
1 Cor.7.2. 1. From outward afts of uncleanneſs, To'a- 
void fornication let every man have his owne wiſe 
(ſaith Paul)and every woman her own busband. 
Ver.9? 2 From inward Luſts, It is tettcy to mary 
then to burn. Mariag2 is a meancs to pre- 
yent burning in luſt, 

Mariage 13 a preſervation of chaſtity, and 
prvention of heart adultery which our Savi- 
cur makesto be 10 cok on a woman and luſt 

790 . after her. Though mariage was inflitu- 
Math'$-23% td before there was fin, and Adam needed 
ic not as a Remcdie againſt Incontinency 
but upon another account. But ſince thetall 
it is ot necfſary and ſoveraign uſe, to pre- 
yent tin, and to procure or promote our 
ſanAincation,that w2 may poſſcſs our veſſels 
in holinzs and Honour, not in the luſt of cons» 

Thef.4-3-4,%. PLcence: This is the will of God. 
3 Copartncr” 3+ Bzncfic is Copartnerſhip in all conditi- 
thip. ons better and worſe: As yoke fellows to 


cake part and (hare <qually together there- 
, Ulis 


Eccleſ.4.9,10- 
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1, To be a ſolace and comfort one to 
other in adverſity,as in fickneſs, poverty, dif- 
grace. What a great comfort is a loving ten» 
der husband to his dear wite in her ſickneſs ? 
and ſhethe like tohim in his. As # brother is p,,,, 19. 19, 
born . for adverſity : {ſo many couples finde 
cauſe to ſay, that they were maried together 
for a time of adverſity:and that God brought 
them cogether to be mutual helps, and com- 
forts at \nich a time as this;ashe did Eſther to 
the kingdom, Eſther.q. 14. how did Mancahs Judg. 13-50; 
wife comfort him,when he was plunged deep ©? 
into fear of death ? 

2. To be companions in joyz the dclight 
encof znother in pryſperity; the deſire of the 
ezes, os Ezckjels wite was, and the joy of the _ 24.16, 
heart 3 to live joytully and comfortably to- OO I 
gether, as Abraham and Sarah, Iſaac and g,+ gg 1 
Rebekah did. Ab:melech looking out throveh . 
a window, ſaw 1ſaac, ſrorting ( or laughing 
and rejoycing ) with his wife. Which 
implics ſome pleaſing familiarity , or ſign 
of loveand delight between them: Husband 
and wite are glaſſes to look one anothers face 
in : andechoes ot delight, re{rc{hmcnts and 
retl:Aions or repercrflions ot plearure and joy 
the one tothe cther ; and mutual chearings 
each of other, | 

4 Bencfit of Mariage is, the Furtherance 4 Furtherance 
of the Myftical Mariage b<tween Chriſt and of rhe Myſtical 
the Soul, Both Husband and wife ſhould jm- Miriages 
prove their conjugal Relation and fcllows- 

{hip together to promet: the Communion of 
thcir ſouls with Chriſt, as the Spiritual ku = 


band 
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0] band thereot. To this end we ſhould do 
three things. 

x. Tolookar 1T. Tolook at Feſws Chrift our Maker and 

Chriſt as our Redeemer as our Husband (Tſe. 54.5 ) as | 

_ | maricd to us, fer. 3.14: and at our tclves 

> 17 as betrothed tohim, in righteouſneſs and ! 

loving kindneſs, mercy and faithtulneſs. 

ber expe 2 Tocxp:&all char love, kindnels, ten« 

| __ = f derneſs, Comfort, nouriſhings and cheriſh- 

him, ings from Chrifi ſpiritaally ( Eph. 5. 29.) 

which the wife looks to receive from her 

Husband corporally. As the ſpouſe doth 

in the Canticles : the kiſſes of his mouth, Cent. 

| 1. 2, the Embraces of his arms, cap. 2. 6. the 

refreſhments of his preſence, to ſit under his 

| Cant. 2,3. ſhadow with great delights.Cordials and Refo= 


cillations to ſupport and comfort the Soul 
| in his abſence : this is to be taid with flagons, | 
Ln and comforted with apples,verſe 5, Alſo the dif- 
: 4 covery of Chriſt to the ſoul, tor he hath pro. 
miſ:d, I will manifeſt my ſelf to you, Fobn 14. 
21-Will not the hasband let his wife behold 
his face? and the ſence of his love ſhed a= |} 
broad in the heart, Rom. 5.5. Oh that zx better 
then wine, Cant.1.2, The Communication of q 
the ſeed of Grace, this is the benevolence 
which Chrift as a Husband renders to our 
ſouls, to make them fruirful in good works, | 
:COH.7.3* JFPearemaried unto Feſus Chriſt C faith Paw! Þ3 
that we ſp5ild bring torth fruit unto God;Hence 
- wa gy ; theſpoule ſaith,Our bed green.This denotes 
Col- 1.16, the fruitfulnefs and flouriſhing of the ſoul in 
every good work, by the ſpiricual Commu- 
nion or heavenly ConjnQton of Chriſt with } 
the ſoul. 
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3- To cxpreſs and perform all that dugy ſpi- 3» To perform 
ricually to Chriſt , which the wife doth cor- Pur duty to 
porally to her husband, as fubje&ion, obedi. 
| encelove,loyalty,chaftity,ſerviceableneſs. To 
reſcrve our hearts wholly, ſolely, incirely for 
him (as his bedto lie in, his Throne to rule 
| inznowthehusbands bed and the Kings throne 
admir no Corrivals) to be for him and not for 
another (Hoſea, 3.3.) to tarry many dayes for 
his gracious Return and manifeſtation of him 
ſelf to our ſouls, aftzr his departures and 
Occultations of himſelf ( in cur apprehenſi- 
ons) from us : to embrace and imboſom 
Chriſt, and /ay him between our breaſts, as a Micah 7 T9, 
bundle of mirrhe, or perfumed bags. To ſub- ©at-1 13: 
jJe& our deſires to him, and ſubmit our wills 
to his, that his will may be ours, and there 
may be but one will between Chriſt and 
our ſoulcs : to refer our ſelves wholly to be 
at his command and diſpoſe. To open our 
hearts unto him , inviting and intreating 
him earneſtly to come in , and not onely to 
ſup and lodge in them,but to make his abode 
in and with our ſouls. I opened t o my beloved, 
ſaith the ſpouſe, Cant. 5. 5. To be ſick of love 
for Chriſt, as the ſpouſe was,Cant.5.8.1ick with 
erict tor his abſence, and with delires of his 
preſence, and to ſeek him up and down, as 
the ſpouſe did, Cant. 3. 1, 2, 3. by night 
on our bed (in private inquiries, breathings 
and reſtleſs defires and purſuits after him 
and in the ſtreetes and broad wayecs of the or- 
dinances and communion of ſaints,and not to 
give over ti!l we find himgand having found ' 
him to hold him faſt and not let him | 
0 
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Phil. 1. 23. 


Pfal- 45. 10. 


Luk.14. 26, 


to joyn uu. ſ:Ives, 1. Chrilt, by taith and 
love to be one ſpiric with him (he that is juyue 
e4 to the Lord is one ſpirit, (aith Paut, 1 Cox. 6, 
17-25 Husband and witc are one flcth. 

To l:ave father and mother , yea wife and 
children, houſe, goods, land, all we have, 
whatſoever is near or dear to us for Chriſts 
ſake, to follow Chriſt , and to go to Chritt, 
which is bcſt of all for us. 

This is the Law of r''c Churches mariage 
with Chriſt, Hearken O daughter, forget thize 
owne prople and thy fathers houſe. He that [o- 
veth father or mother, ſon, or aaughter & -. more 
then me, ſaith Chrift,is nat worthy of me, Math, 
16. 37. to have m2 to be the Husband of his 
ſoul. Chriſt requires we ſhould Icave all to 
cleave to him. 

The Ap. {tle in Epheſ. 5+ deſcribes the U- 
nion and amity ct Chriſt and the ſpouſe 
by the ſamene(s of t{cſh, which Mariage 
cauſcth between Husband and wife : and 
tzacheth maricd perſons their Cuties , by 
th: communion of Chriſt and the Church: 
and the ſouls duty to Chriſt by the wives 
duty to her Husband. This isto frirituzs 
lize mariage; and to improve Itto a high, 
holy and heavenly uſe, the benefit whereof 
wi'! extend tothe days of Ercrnity. 

What Expreſſion of Conjugal , Ive is 
there between man and witc, which ca« 
ricth not a reſemblance of fome ſpi- 
ricual intercourſe between Chriſt and the 
ſoul? 

2. B:nchit of mariage is —_—_— the 

Mule 
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building ot -familics and kindreds, and the 2 Domefticat 
multiplication of them. Women are Buil- —_— of 
ders hereof as well as men 3 Rachel axd Leah ——— _ 
did build the houſe of Iſrael. \ndeed mari- 

age is ch: fountain of all humane ſocie- 

ties _ _ 

3. Bnefit is Political- Mariage Ilaies 3 Political. 
the toundati-»n of cities, countreys, nations z 
of Lawes and civil goverment : of Com« 
monewealths and Kinzdoms : all theſe 
are ſuperttruures upon Mariage . alſo it 
furniſhzth the ſame, with ufctul and ſer- 
viceable inſtruments. That Mariage up- 
holds the fabrick of the republick ; the con- 
tinuation and ſucceſſion thereof, Hence it 
is cald the Seminary of the Common wealth, 

4. Bench: of Mariage is Eccleftaftical : 
| the Propagation of the Church of God, and | _ PPT 
ot the ric religion, to repleniſh it with mem- ? COTS 
bers, as it furniſhed Chriſt the head of itand 
Saviour of the world with a body on carth, 

( tor h: was conccived and born of a woman, 
that was begotten In w2dlock. 

Mariage afforded fl:th wrothe Meſſiah, 
and provides materials for Gods Church,both 
ſtones and pillars, and helps to fill heaven ®@ 
with hcirs, th-re'cre Mariage is called the 
Seed plot and Nurſery of the church. 

5. Bcncfic of Mariage js univerſal, the 5 Univerlal. 
preſervation anil increaleof markind, this 
was the end of Alam and Eres creation 
and Mariage betore the tall 5 and this 
was Gods benedition uron them. Be ſruit- 
ful and mnlri; !y an1 rep/cnillhiteearth, Were Gen. 1. 28, 
Itnot for miriogy, tt world wouall come 
\ | to 


——_ 


CCD 


The Benefits vs 


to an end. Hence mariage is calle, the pjllar 
of the world under God; the right hand of pro 
vidence, 

Uſe. 1. This ſhould teach us thankfulneſs 
to God. 

1. For providing ſo comfort;ble, uſeſu] 
and beneficial a Relation or condition for us, 
as mariage ise It is 2 great bundle of Benefits ; 
How many both private and publick are 
bound up together in it asin one volume ? 

2. For all the benefit,hcIp and comfort God | 
hath given us particularly in our Mari age, | 
in and by our yoake fcllowes. What ſhall ' 
I render tothe Lord, may the Husband ſay, | 
for giving me ſuch a meet and ſutable help, ' 
as I think there is None ſuch for me : may the | 
wife ſay, tor giving me ſo great a bleſſing in 
a wiſc, loving, tender Husband ; may beth 
Husband and wife ſay, tor bleſſing us with 
the fruit of the wombe, and giving us hope» 
full traable children. 

Uſe. 2. This ſhould teach us to improve 
Mariage for all thoſe ends, for which God 
appointed it, as 
k. For Gods glory as w:ll as for our Come 

ort, 

2. For our ſclves ; the good of cur ſouls | 
aS of our bodies z in ſpirituals as well 
as in temporals : and for Heaven as well as 
tor carth. , 

3. For others, not onely to build familics, 
but godly familics, ſuch as may know, fear & 
ſerve God;and may breed and ſend forch uſcs 
tu! perions(childrenor ſervants) ſuch as may 
do {crvice in Church or «common mas a 

ul 
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up r<ligious tamilics abroad. This is an 
honour and comfort to a maricd couple, that 
out of their houſe as a ſtock or root, many 
godly families have ſprung and grown, as 
ſwarms out of a hive, when it is full : that 
their children being diſpoſed of in theworlo, 
have built ſome; and their ſervants, being 
maried from them have built other families ; 
and all fcaring and worſhipping God. Uſe. 3.reprovs 
Uſe, 3. Reproves them that mary for poor *hem _ h 
low ends, as onely or chiefly, — mT 
1. For Carnal cnds to fatisfic the Iuſts and * 
defires of the fleſh. 
2.Or for worldly ends,to get wealth or pre- 
ferment, to heighten, greaten, or raiſe them- 
ſelves ſome way in the wocld thereby. Such 
mary the portion or Eſtate, rather then che 
Perſox ( whether it be man or woman) and 
may com: to have forrow enough therewith z 
and to buy gold too dear. By Gods juſt judge 
ment ſuch perſons enjoy few of the benctits 
of Mariagec. 
r. Lice ſocicty together; when they have 
obtaincd their ends, an1 fatisficd their luſts, 
they care little, one for another; and are rea- 
dy to part bed, if not houſes. 
2, Le(s ſanRiry thereby. For their eyes 
arc as full of adultery, and their hearts of 
unclean affe&ions or luſtings aftcr others 
men or women,as it they were not maried. 
3. No advantage at all dos they g.t to 
their Souls by their mariage, Or ſpiritual he- 
fir, no help heaven-warq, bur rather a hin« 
drance. 
+ They defirechi}dren, but do not think 


or 
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or car: whv.r they be Godly orno; and 
they prove any times accordingly, 

5. They build up families, but without a 
dram of r:Jigion or picty in them, ſcarce Ci. 


vility or common honeſty. 


6. They ſeek great things In the world for 
their children, but do not indeavour, intend 
cr delire , they ſhould be uſeful Inftruments 
in Church or Cymonwealth and they often 
ſpend prodigally , what their parents got 
painfully. 

7. They take little or no delight one in as 
nother, and have little comfort togethes : it 
may be much grief; being thorns in the ſides 
and pricks in the eyes, and provocations,the 
one to the other. 

8. As for the myftical mariage between 
Chritt and Soul, they know not what it 
means : it isa paradox tothem, as Regenera- 
tion was to Nicodemus. 

How many Husbands and wives have no 
more benefit by mariage,then the Pagans that 
knew not God, yea then the beaſts have, to 
ſatisfiz their Juſts, which God created male 
and female as well as them. 

Now I come to the fourth thing conlide- 
rable in mariage. 


IV. The 
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Ariage hath ics croſſes as well as com- 4 The trov. 

v forts: and ſorrowes as well as joyes, bleS of Maris 
Ic is hot all honey! bur hath ſome gall ana 38: 
wormwood intermingled, Mariage is tut a 
Bitter-ſveet. 

Many are the cares, fears, ſorrowes, treus 
bles that attend mariage, cven the comforts 
of itzas, 

1. The having of children. Many ſors 
rows accompany the wites conceftion,breetl> 
ing, bearing and feeding of them; an1 many 
carcs ani troubles arite both ro Husband and 


wite in the edication and diſpoſal of them : 


and if their chiidren prove not well, what a 
heart break is that to them ? beſides, the 
death ot children cauſcth great griet unto 
Parcnts. 

2. The building of a family; the ordering 
and governing of it, and making provilion 
for th- whole houſe. He is worſe then at) 
infidel that doth not fo, ſaith Payl. Many 1 Tim. s , 
incumbrances accompany houſhoul( affairs. 
Martl a ad experi:nce thereof. Luk 10+ 40, 
4t- | 

h, 3 Tae 


3. Thecare incumbent upon both, how 
peppTa topleaſe one another, 1 Cor.7.33,34-The word 
fignificth a care joyned with anxicty of mind, 
the word implies a dividing 'of the mind 
( as one ſaith ) into diverſe thoughts, caſting 
this way, and that way, and cvery way, how 

to give beſt contents 
4. Ther: may be ſeveral events and E- 
m2rgencics, that prove occations of Trouble 
and gri:f to them both, as, Lofſ:'s and 
Crofics in their Callings, eſtates and attairs; 
licknefles upen both or cither of them ; and 

. deathat laſt. 

. 5. Eſpecially when they are unzqually 
yoked, in Religionor otherwite, and they 
draw diverſe or adverſe ways; the one tors 
ward and tie other backward: or the one up» 
ward the other downward. Or when they 
are unſutably diſpoſed, and their ipirits are 
croſs-grain'd,each to other, the one high the 
other low, 

How many diſcontents and differences a» 
riſe from hence? 

The reaſon The reaſon why Mariage hath its croſſes 
of ir. and troubles, is, becauſe it is a thing under 
the ſun, theretore it is ſubje& tovanity and 
vexation of Spirit, as all other things. The 
Preacher afhirms the ſame from his own ex- 
perience. Belides,Mariage is but for this pre- 
{ent time .When we get above the ſun, and 
come to be happy in Heaven, we ſhall ſtand 
in noneed of mariage, or ot any of the bes 
nefits or comfotts of it, which we en- 
Math. 22, 39. joy hcre below, but we ſhall be as the Angels 
o! God in Hzaven. 


Uſe.1, 


' The Troubles We: 
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Uſe, 1. Thendo not grzaten your expe&a- Uſe.r ExpeR 
tions too much, nor look tor more frum it nor too much 
then is in it, or can be had from it ; as if it F2mits 
was all joy andno ſorrow ; all {wectneſs and 
no bitterneſs in it . all honev,and no ſting, of 
trouble. To look for more comfort andd-lighe 
in it, then you can firde; and to finde ( or 
meet with ) more trouble and forro:' init 
then you did look for or imagin, wi'l great- 
ly diſappoint your expeRatien ; and that 
will beget, not onely difſatisfa&tion ; and 
diſcontent, but vexation of ſpirit in you, 

Uſe. 1 counſel and exhort al! maricd per- 
ſons, to expe and prepare for Troubles,and Uſc-3 prepare 
Trials,yea for now ones, and it may be grea- {& roubles. 
ter then ever ye experienced before. 

Mariage croffez are new things, to thoſe 
that have lived ſingle and ſolitary lives ; you 
ſtand in ne:d to beg of God wiſdom and pa» 
tience, to bear them and improve them. Paul 
was a true Prophet herein. Such as mary, 
ſhall have trouble in the fleſh 1 ((r. 9. 28, 

Husband and wife have: cauſe to expet 
varicty and viciſſitude of turns and changes 
( from better to worl:, from joy to forruw, 
trom pleafureto ; ain ) in wedlock as w-:1l as 
in any other condition under the fun ; and 
the time,or {everal ſeaſons t' reot are deter- 
mined by the appointm:cnt and limitation of 
Gods purpoſe and providence, This is con» 
ceived to be the Preachers ſence an4 Scone, 

in Eccleſ.3.1.t 9. wherein he declares the Ecelefians. 
Univzrial uncercainty of fucurz event-,as has. 1 0 9. 
ving their total dependance upon Go\!s pre- 
decermining purpoſe and overruling provi- 

E-T dence 


$2 


The Troubles 


} >», 2. 


cr{.1e. 


dence w:: ch man cannot by all his ſolli- 
e:4*, anx'ous care or thoughts, poſſibly pre» 
vent or eſcape. Job had large experience 
hercos He injoyed the comforts of Subſtance 
and healih, of wife and of many children 
( ſever fons and thrze daughters which 
vere accounted ag his greatctt mercies or 
Haſings nevt © his graces,as his uprightneſs 
an] feir 0+ GoJ, and eſchcwing of evil : 
row?! ſome reckon theic children but as 
Trouh'cs, an{lbils of charges ) and that mas 
ny d:y:s, butaftrrwards his cſtate was all 
ſ\n:tcht f. on him by violent hands, his chil- 
drn wer? all taken away by a ſudden blow or 
bl, as you may read Fob. 1.19, 20, and his 
body was {mitren wit!) ſore boils from head 
to fo. e, chip. 2.7. Then his wife ſaid unto 
him Doff thou jitl retain thine integrity ? Curſe 
God and die She that ſhould have been a help 
and comfort to him,vroved a great croſs and 
trial to him inhis:Mi&ion,as appears by his 
ſh-rp reproof of her. Thou ſpeakeſt as one of the 
fooliſh wamen ſj eaketh. What ? ſhall we recerve 
good ot the hand of God and ſhall we not receive 
evil? Evin thole that arc maricd muſt ex» 
p.C&t( in their conJugal condition to receive 
ev | at the hand of God as well as good ; loſs 
of children as well as of goods, and diſcaſes 
of body, and croſſes in yoak-fellows, and in 
trienis alſo, which wcre an addition to Jobs 
affli tions, Job. 16 2 They proved miſerable 
ecw*orters to nimyF hyſic ian of no value;cha. 13, 
4 Some think that Saran by his commiſsion 
mi ht have taken away his wif. as well as 
his children, Job 1 12. but he kept her alive 
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to be a vexation unto fb. 

Mariage at firſt is a (ott gentle pleaſrne 
thing bur, it proves to many a'terwards 
hard, heavy, and uneaſy ( throuuth conco- 
mitant Troubles)more bone then ti: ſh,c{peci- 
ally if they want pati-nce, which makes hard 
things ſofr, and heavy thing: light. Husband 
and wife that live comtortably and juytully 
together for ſometime, may att-rwar:'s met 
with new affliftions and Addicions to their 
afflitions, ſuch as they never looked for , 
nor imagined. Now thax ye are forewarn» 
ed of them , be ye forewarned againſt 
them, not to bear them out by the head 
and ſhoulders ( as we ſay )in a 1clt hardning, 
Stoical ſtupid way ; but as becometh Chri- 
ftians, by the exerciſe of faith and patience, 
mez:kneſs and holyneſs in them, and of wits 
dome to make a {piritual uſe ?n1 improe 
vement thereof, that ye may vloryheGod in 
che &re of Wedlock affiftions 3 and that 
when God hath tryed you therein you may 
come forth as Gold ( cb 23.10.) leavirg the 
droſs both of your perional Cor: uptions an1 
Conjugal miſcarriages behind? you chere» 
in. Socrates once ſaid to ſome that hithim 
inthe teeth with his wives frowardneſ\s, har 
he did chereby learn even within his own 
* doors to be conſtant & patient cvery wheree*.. 


Uſe 3. The Contidecration of moriage V/e-3.1» 
trouvles miy wean you from it, even at you: Fn. . 


entrance into it,and prev: nt your furieitin: G1 
Mariage comforts & delights aiccrwards, Doi 
not Paul preſcribe and pretic this unonguu? 
Lc: them that have wives be as if they had ne 
E9 4 
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s. Let not 


1 Cor.9. 27. and let them that have husbands 
be as if they had none; forthis Rule is a dis 
re&ion to them both. 

®uef. How may thoſe that have wives be 
as it they had non:? or thoſe that are maried 
be as if they were not maricd? 

Anſ. Five wayes. 


3. Firſt by not ſuffering our mariage to 


| Mariage bs a be an Impediment or Diſcouragmeut to us 
| 4 hinderance to cither, 


[ $1 Erviag God 


or (iving our 


| foules, 


2 Sams, 20, 
21,22, 


2, Or in working out the Salvation 

. Cof our ſouls. 

' When wc will wait upon God in his pub« 
lick Ordinances and ſeek God in private 
duties, both in our families and cloſets, and 
meet God in the communion of Sainrs; 

1, Though our wives will not joyne with 
us therein, or others in our familie, refuſe 
Communion with us, 


. 1. In {:rving of God. 


2. Yea though they ſhould reproach us for | 


the ſame, as Micha! mocked David for dancing 
betorethe Arke; or though any of our Carnal 
kindred ſhould doe the like, we ſhould an- 
ſwer them reſolutely, as David did Michal ; 
If going to hear Sermons, or performing 
holyduties in and with my family(as prayer, 
reading the ſcripture, repeating Sermons 
ec.)or in my cloſet alone, If theſe things 
make me wile, T will yet be mere vile then 
thus. I will binde the reproaches I ſuffer 
for pictv,purity,ſtrifneſs In duties,from my 
husband or wite, or from any of our fricnds 
io my forchead, and wear them as my 
trown 3 and they ſhall rathcr edge and 

{j ur 
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| ſpur me on thereto, then be any pull back 
or hindrance there from. Then a Husband 
hath a wife, as if he had! none; and a wife 
hath a Husbind as if ſt had none. 

When we endeavour to ſerve God freely and 
intircly,znd as much as we can , withour dj- 
| ftration, as if we were hn-41+ perions, unrea 

lated to any man or woman by Mari. 
age; as if we had non? bur God to take 
cars to ſerve, and p]-aſ2 and approve our 
ſelves to: oras if we had none (releted to 
us ) to difiwade or diſcourage us from the 
ſame.Or it we haverelationsan4 they ſhould 
| attempt it, we are reſolved, that our Gcd 
and cur ſouls being dearer to us then they all, 
| wewill ( by his grace) ſerve and pleaſe him, 
1 and tender the ſalvation of our ſouls, above 
4 
| 


them all, whether our husbande,or our wives, 
or kindred be pleaſed or diſplecaled at it. 
Then we carry as if we did not mary. 

When we look attheſe two, to wit, the 
worſhipping of our dear Lord God ; and the 
ſaving of our precious immorcal Soules, as 
the main and ſupream buſines we have to doz 
and at Mariage but as ſubordinate and ſubſer + 
vientthcreunto : and but a ſecondary mean $s 
of our good, when the defire and purpoſe of 
our hearts is fixed upon thr:e things. 

1. That Mariage Crofſ-:s,and family carzs 
and troubles,thall not take us off from {ecking 
the kinglom of God and the rightzouſn*t: 
theceot,in the firlt place; the one thing need- 
ful; from chujing the good part, that ſhall lohn 6.27, 
never be taken fromus : from Ct MOre 4 nor to our 
for the meatthat endurcth, then for periſhing coming to 
meat, E 4 2 That Chriſt, 


Luke Io. 42. 
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3 Thar wee 
will go to hea- 
ven alone hey- 
yen-ward> 


2. That our relation (hull not hinder us 
from coming unto Feſws Chriſt in his or- 
dinnces (as Word, Sacramencs &c. ) when 
he invites us C and an opport:nicy is an In+- 
vitation thcreunto ) It was the excuſe of one, 
Lidden co the great ſuppzr, in Luc. 14 29. 
I have maried a wife, therefore 1 cannot come. 
Such an on: hat1 a wiie, ſo, as if he had 
non: but a wife ; neither a God to ſery*, nor 
a ſoul to fave; as it a wife was ſummun be 
#um, the chiet good. Bur he that hath a 
wite, aS if he had nonz, will ſay, thongh 
I have maricd a wife, that ſhall Le no imye- 
diment ta mz,but I will come to Jeſus Chriſt 
in his Ordinances, and endeavour to bring 
my wite with me to Chriſt. However I will 
come, ttough ſhe hang back and will not 
come wirh me. 

3. That if our Mariage donct help ug 
God-ward and Chriſt- ward,it ſhall not hin- 
ler us; z2nd that we will goe to Heaven alone 
(if our yoak-ftellowes will not goc along with 
us) rarher then to H-)1 with company. 

When theſe (andthe like) are our reſolves 
and e'.deavours, then we have Husbands or 
wives as if we had none. 

2. Wethat have wives may be as if we 
had none, by not ſuffering our Mariage 
ro be a means of fin unto us, either 


Immediately 
or 
Mediatcly 


}- ] nmediately,in our ſclves,by bre:ding in 
our 
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f 1 Eicher difiruſt by rea1on, of the 

| greatneſs of our charge,and ſmalneſs 
our -/ of cur means. : 
hearts, 2 Or diſcont-nt becauſe of the 
| mani old troubles we meet with 
\ thercin. 


When we indeavour to overcome diſtruſt, 2nd 
ſupprets diſcontent;and co ruſt God for cur 
families ( to provide fer them } as well, as 
for our tingle ſelves, if we wcre alone: 
and to be as patirnc in bearing 'cur mas» 
riage Crofſ-s as our own perſonal trials; 
when we are content to take the better with 
the worſe, tozcrher, therein, and both ag 
from the hand of God, as Fob anfwered his 
wite, Shall we receive good at theh nd of God, 
and ſhal. we not receive evil? then we that have 
wives are aSit wc had none- 

2. When we ſuff.r not our m-riage to be 2 Let not Ma 
a means of ſin tons,Mzdiatcly by our yoak» _ + "i 
fellowes being Inftruments of T-ntarions to © ys. 
us unto fin, to draw us from God and good. 

1. To idolatry, ſuperſtition or wit), wor- 1 Of Idolat:y 
ſhip,'as Solomons wives turned away bis heart * Kings 11. 
after other God: Under the law an Enticer to Þ*v*: 13 % - 
Idolatry, though ſhe were the wije of their bo- * 
ſom,was robe putto death. 

2 To Apoſtacy from God, or blaſphemy 
againſt God, to fall from integrity or fted 
faſtneſs and, to think or ſpezk i}l ot God. 
Fobes wife tempted him thereunto, doeſt thexs 
full retaix thy wtegrity # curſe God and die. 

Such like arc the detignes ſome wives have 
Uu”cn their Hutbands, to draw them from the 


Tru:hs 


2. Apoſtacy 
Job 2:9». 
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3 Injury 


4 Any breach 
of Gods com 


mand. 


Math. 16. ; 2. 


23. 


Traths , wayes and ordinances of God? 
into errours, herefics, by-waycs &c, or licen- 
tioufneſs, | 

Or to diſcourape their hearts from pious 
duties and courſes, as Micha! ſought by her 
mocking to do unto David, from dancing 
before the ark. 

3. To Injury, to doe our neighbour wron, 
in taking (by unjuſt wayes ) their houſ, Land 


or goodsfrom them, as Fezebe! did N.rboths 


vineyard frem him, for h:r Husband Ahab ; 
to chear him up when he was hck with prief 
and indignation, upon Naboths denial of his 
vineyard to him. Abb defir*d it, upon a 
vaJuable conſideration, but Fezebel his wife 
took the vincyard violently trom Nab:th, by 
taking away his life. 

4- Ortoabreach of any ( even theleaſt) 
of Gods commandments Eve tempted her 
husband Adam to eat forbidden fruit (which 
was the tranſgreffing of a law of Trial 
hereby ſhe broughttin and death upon here 
{:1f, and her Husband, and upon all their 
poſterity. 

Let this (by the way ) bea caution to wo- 
men to beware Satan do not abuſe them in 
making them his inſtruments or Agents, to 
entice or t2mpt their HusDands to any fin, as 
pride,malice, revenge, vanity, covetouſnelſs, 
or the like. Now, when we are alway watch- 
ful and careful], leſt Satan ſhould ſurprize us 
by coming to tzmpt us unto fin, in or by 
a conjueal Companion , one ſo dear and 
near tout{lying in our boſomes) as he thinks 
we will ſuſpe& nocvil from , nor ſerpent in : 


= 
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( as Satan came to tempt Chrift, in Peter ) 
therefore we ponder well what counſel, in- 
treaties,our propoſals are made tous by our 

oak.tcll-»wes,as well as by firangers, which 
both Ahab and Solomon negleted todo. Or 
when they do periwade or intice us to any 
evil whatſ{9:v:r, either of Omiffion or Com- 
million, againſt God or man ; we lirive, 
ftrenuouſly to relift all their ſuggeſtions, ten- 
cations, 1nd ſolicitations;and fct our ſelves as 
a wall of braſs to rep?] them all, that they 
cannot prevail,no nor enter or peirce us. As 
Fob not onely rej-&ed his wifes periwaſton, 
but gave her a ſharp r-prehcnlion tor 1c. Thou 
ſpeakeſt as one of the fooliſh women, as David rea 
ſolutely replied his wite Michals diſcourag- 
ing ſcoff. 

Then we that have wives are as if we had 
none, and ye that have husbands are as if ye 
had none. 

3- Wcthathave wives, or Husbands may 
be, asif we had none, by having Chriſt for 
the Husband of our ſouls, and by having 
holy tellowſhip with him, and by dclighting 
our ſelves in him, in &he embraces and ſola» 
ces of his love; andin the cheriſhing com- 
forts of his preſence, When Chriſt is dear 
co ours ſouls above all our relations ( yea a- 
bove all the world ) and we are willing to 
leave father and mother, wife and children, 
houſe and lands, and all for Chriſt, that 
is, 

1. Tofollow Chriſt in the Regeneration, 
as his diſciples:to follow the Lamb whither= 
lozyerhe gocth, Revelat. 14. 44 

2 To 


3 Honor 


chriſtfor your 
Husband. 
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2. To be willing to ſuttcr the Jul. ui all 
for Chriſt, as Pau! did. 

Phil.2-8 3.To learn them all,to go roChrit,zs beft of 
all forus ; then we have wives as it we had 
none. This Chriſt requires of all that would 
be his Diſciples ; or- be accounted worthy of 

Luc. 14. 25, Þim, cvento hate father and mother, wife 
and children, that is to IJoye them leflc then 
him, and to be willing to leave them all tor 
him. Hereto Chriſt makes a large promiſe 
of a hundred fold now in this time, and 
in the worl4 to com? eternal life, Markz10.29. 
3o. Galeatius Caracciolus that Noble Mirqueſs 
of Ite:y or rather the mojt Excelent 7 heojhilms) 
did torſake parents and wife ans children 
and all his friends and ren unnced all his 
wealth and Dignitie becauſe ( as he ſaid ) he 
could not injoy both Chriſt and them. He 
was a rar2 example of leaving all ( a very 
great all, of Relations, Poficiſions, Ho» 
nours and pleaſures)for Chriſt,rather chen to 
injoy all without Chrift. Notwithſtanding the 
ſtrongeft workings and wreſtlings of natural 
atteftions within him; and the powertulleſt 
and moſt heart breaking So!jcitations of his 
friendes by prayer , Tears and Arguments 
to the Contrary ; and the deep and fore ' 
Agonies and Cenflis he had in himiclt a» 
bout it; yer through the Grace of Chriſt, he 
overcame them all for Chriſt. 

A man may be ſaid to have a thing 
Cc. ( as #n old houſe or Garment ) as 
it he had it not 3 when he hath ſomething 
of the ſame kin: that is much betrer,as a new 
houſe to gounto, or n2w cloathes to pur on, 

when 
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when he pleafcth. Now the ſoules Mariage 
with Chrift is the moſt Excellent of all Ree 
lations, Conjun&ions and Confociations : it 
1 the firſt and chi-feft mariage in excellency, 
and thereot a Rule and pattern to humane 
marlage, to dir & thz due Carriage of the 
Parties each to other, To this rurpo'e Panl 
prepoleth it in thic ith ofthe Eptefians, As 
a greater Light obſc'1rcs a e's, ſo a greater de- 
light weans us from a leſs. If our ſouls be 
maried unto Chriſt,and take plzaſure in com- 
munion with Chrift, this will wean us from 
our Temporal Mariage, and the delightsof ir, 
as poor low things of an inferiour nature, re» 
ſpc&ing the body molt which is the Earthly 
part of man, Senſual delights (whezein we 
partake with the beaſts ) which cannot reach 
the ſublime part of man,the ſoul, to afford it 
divine retr: ſhmems, which on!y Chrift the 
Husb 1nd ot it can do. This t:Ilowſhip with 
Chriſt will abundantly 'compenſate or ſup- 
ply, the loſs or wanc o the comfort of all os 
ther Relations ; and rake us offth:m,wean us 
from them, & raiſe up our hearts aboy? them, 
Even whileft we have them. As itis in athey 
things,when we make Grace our cheit goode, 
then we have Gold and 111vcr 3s it we had ir 
not; or Gods favour our cheir honour; then 
* We have the favcur and honour of Mer, as if 
we had it not. We have thing” appretiatively 
aAd hold them texaciorſly, when we have no» 
thing better then they, or ſo gcod : as the co- 
vetous man hath his go'd ; the Ambitious 
ran his Honcr, the Volupwous M+n his plea» 
ſure, and the Uxorious man his wife on 

whom 
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4 Be ſober in 

all the con- 

:ernment, 

of Mariage. 

| 1 Cot- 7.29, 
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wizom he dotes ; Tasle know or have no, 
thing thar is bettzr. A man cannot, have an 
uſefull, delightfull Creature , as if he had 
itnot, unleſs he have ſomething as gopd or 
betterto injoye in the room therceot. When 
a man hath God to his portion, he may 
ſay, It is enough , though he hath nothing 
elſe. Go(l without all, is a greater portion, 
then All wichout God. When Chriſt be. 
comes all in all tous; then all the comforts 
we have are as nothing to us, Sc/4.in compa. 
riſon of Chriſt ; then Mariage is nothing, 
wealth nothing,preterment nothing. When we 
havea bettcr Husband for our ſouls ( that is, 


Chriſt )chen any Husband or wife is or can 


be for the body, ſhould not we upon this 
Account, who have wives or Husbands be as 
if we had none? * 

4. We that are maried may be as if we were 
not maried, by being very fober and modc- 
rate in all the effe&ts, concomitants and con» 
cernments of Mariag:,which the Apoſtle par- 
ticularizeth in and conneQeth withMariage in 
the text,and inthe thing :as ſorrow, joy, pol- 
ſeſſions and wordly affairs and bufineſſes at- 
tending or circumſtantiating that condition. 

Tobe ſober and moderate in all theſe, and 
to be wzane\ or fit looſe from them in our 
hearts{ bor!) which arc included in the Apo« 
ſtles afgw 5.e, as if not )) is the way to have 
wivcs as it we haq none. 

As 1. To bz ſober and moderate in the uſe 
of' all mariage comforts and delights z and 
in the fruits thereo?, as che birth of children, 
or the lixe,and in our joy therein:This us to re- 
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Joyce 45 if we rejoyced not z not 10 overjoy our 
MarizgeJoyes. 

N »t to be exceſſiveor immolderate in any 

Mariage injoyment ( or in our Joy or delight 

therein ) for thit is to have a wite or a Hug- 

band, as if wz had nothing beiides.As a man 

may by exceſs be a drunk:rd with his own 

drink, and a Glutton with his own meat, ſo 

likewiſc one may be unclean in the immoder 

rate uſe of the Mariage bed. What we are | 
very moderate in, we uſe as if we uſedit bis. a 
os h A 2 In Matiage 

2. To be moderate in our griet for the grief. 

troubles that accompany mariage, as for the 
lofs of wife or children. The Jewes conceive 
that Abraham wept but a little for Sarahs 
death, or that his mourning for her was at 
leaſt nor exceſſive but with Moderation, be- 
cauſe in Ger. 23. 2. where its ſaid Abraham 
came to mourn tor Sareh,and to weep for her, 
the word weep in the Hebrew harh one little 
letter extraordinary. 

David faſted and wept while his childe was 
yet alive; but when it di:d, wty /onld 1 
weep any more-ſaith David? when God took all 
Fobes children away at once with a ſtroke, he 
bleſſed the name of the Lord, Fob. 1. 21. This is 
to weepas if we wept not, not to oyergrieve 
our mariage griets? 

3. Tobe moderate in, and weaned from 3 in worldly 
worldly Matters, which conccras mariage Matters. 
as, 

1, In Buying as it we poſſefſed not; minding 
earthly things as if we minded them not. As 
a Traveller that goeth on in his way, and a3 in bzying. 


a 


Ainſworth. 
Pareus. 
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x Cor.7.30. 


Prov23.5. 


2. Invſing 
he world 


| 

| 

| 

| r1@or 7.7. 
i 

' 
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m— 
4 /abour.1 In bis WOrk, but outa u. tail are 
in a deep ſtudy 3 and their mindes arc intent 
vpon other matters then cither the journey of 
the one,or the work of the other. So ſhould 
6ur Mindes be Imploy:2d about heavenly 
things ( as much as may be) while we ar? 
going about wordly butineſs. Things above 
ſhould have Our hearts, while our hands and 
feet are bulied about things below.We ſhould 
ſo deal inthe world,as thoſe that arc wholly 
taken off crom the world. Thig is to buy as 
if we poſſeſſed not &s un xwre';ules a5 not to 
hold what we have bough, o: guten too hard 
or cloſeto our ſelves or ours, as it we would 
keep ail toour ſclves and part with nothing; 
for God hath many wayes to pluck our pur 
chaſes and poſſ.flions trom us. Riches make 
themſclvues wings and can flec away from us, 
and our family and poſtcrity, as an Eagle: 
There is great uncertainty in them ; this 
ſhould wean us from them. 

2 Uiing the world and the things of it as if 
we uſed it not,as food raym<nt, habitation and 
vutward accomodations, ( ail which are 
appurtenances to mariage ) to be very Tem« 
perate ſober and moder.te in them, and 
weaned from themznot ſ{:tting cur hearts up» 
on them,nor being any way exceilive or inor- 
din:c in the uſe of themzis:o ule the word as 
if we uſed it not. 

A wiſe moderztion in, and a holy Aliens» 
tion from the matters of the world , my ci- 
ther procur2 or preſerve and promote in us 
# Weanzdnefs or ti:ting loofe trom Temporal 
Relations ; that w-: that have wives may 
24S T1217) w2 had non:, $. Ang 
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5. And laſtly, we that have wives or hus» 5.Enjoy rela- 
bands may be as if we had none,by Enjoying fions with ſubs 
our Relations with Submiſſion to the will of TiTonco 
God, for time and meaſure,how tar and how 
long God pleaſcth to Continue them to us ; 
and by labouring ro get our ſpirits into 
ſuch a frame or _ of preparation and 
rzadine(s, as freely and ſubmiſsively to part 
with Husband, wifc, children, and to re- 
figne them up to God , when he takes them 
from us, or us from them ; ani to ſay obedi- 
entially,The will of the Lord be done, We have 305.21. 14; 
any thing as if we had it not, which we are 
willing to pare with to (30d or for God : cr 
elſe we oppoſe our wills to Gods will, as if 
we will have or keep perſons or things whes 
ther God will or no, 

Objection. Parting with a de ar yoke-fel- 
low is a great and fad Trial, how may we 
be prepared for it ? | 

Auſ.By ſerious and frequent Preconfider a- 7 Preparatives 
tion of theſe ſeven particulars tor when the = che _— 
the firoak is' ſudden, it falls hewwy 3 but j,,,.7* -fele 
when it is foreſeen, and we are torcarmed 
and prepared, it may be more ealily born. 1- God hath a 

1, Let usconlider that God hath a ſpecial propriery in 
propricty in our Relations; my husband 9 kclarions, 
| or mywife, and children are the Lords, by 
| abfolute right,whilſt they are minez yea mere 

the Lords, then mine; God made and quali- 
tied them for me,z2nd gave them to meor r- | 
ther lent them tor a Time, reſerving to 
_ himſclt his Intereſt in them. As he doth in ey 
all «ther Mercics, as he did in Iſraels Corn, 
wool, wine and flax. if Gul take husvand , Hoſ.2.9.9, 
or 


_ 
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or wife, or children away by death, he doth 
Math. 20. 15, us no wrone, for he requires no more bar hig 
own, Is it not lawful for God to doe what he will 
Job. x. 21, Pith his own? Did not Job bleſs God upon 
: thisaccount-when he took from him, what he 


gave tohim ? God hath given us ſo much 


Comfort and benefit in our Rclations, and 
continued them ſo many years unto us; we 
(hould rathce be thankful to God, that we 
have injoyed them ſo long, then murmure 
or mourn too much, becauſe we muſt have 
them no longer. 

2 Hope of | 2- Conlider we our hope of their happis« 

their happinGs 1ie(s dying in the Lord, that they are releaſe 
ed wholly from all their pain ſorrow and mi- 
ſery:and are gone hometotheir fathers houſe 


toinherit a kingdome prepared for them,and 


are now aftually poſſeſſed of fulnets of joy, 
and rivers ef pleaſures, which ſhall endure 
for evermore. T herefore as Chriſt ſaid to hig 
John 14-28. .diſciples, If ye loved me ze would rejoyce,becauſe 
I go to the father. So it we love husband, wife 
or children, we will rather rejoyce for their 
Gain by death, then mourn for our loſs of 
them ; becauſe the one is far greater then the 
other. Pau! would not have Chriſtians to for- 
rowfor their deceaſed fitends(to wit imode« 
1 Theſ.4-1z, rately ) even as otheys which have no hope,to wit 
ct their fricndsreſurre&ion and ſalvation. 
3 Hope ofour 3. Conlfider we, our hope cf going to our 
going to chem. ear Husbands, wives or children, who have 
got the ſtart of us, and are gone to Heaven 
before us : and of our fellowſhip with then 
there in that place of pertet Joy, glory and 
tclicity, where they and we (hall mect one 


day 


Ce ae oe 


p_— 


of Mariaze. 67 


— 


day, and never part more. This was Davids 
Comfort when his Childe dicd, I ſpall goe to 2 Sam.12:23. 
him, but he ſhall not return to me. This was 
Jacobs comfort at his death,T] am to be gather- Gen.49.29. 
ed unto my people, that is to my holy tathers 
and friends, or Saints, who are gone hence 
to their eve) }aſting reſt and Joy. 

4+ Let us conier that the time is ſhort, 4 Shortneſs of 
It isa M-taphor trom failes, which are wapt Time, 


up and contrafted, when the ſhip draws neer — 
harbours. poogrs” 


1. The time of life is ſhort and uncertain, x Of life. 
neither Husband nor wite knowes,how logg, 
or rather how little a while they ſhall yer 
live together, or enjoy one another ; or how 
ſoon death may ftep between them and part 
them. The conſideration hereof 

1. Should quicken us, both to diligence 
and expedition in all duties of our Vocation, 
general and particular,and of our Relations, 
becauſe we have much work to does, and but 
alittle time todo it in; and a lofie of time 
may bring great grit and milery upon us. 
Some that have1ain a dying would have gi» 
ven a world for time to repent, believe and 
ſerve God in. I have heard ( ſaith areve- 
rend man) ſome crying day and night, call 
time again ; but time paſt is] irrevocable 
and irrecoverable. 

This ſhould alſo quicken Husband and 
wife to preparation for parting; one from a- 
nother. 

2, This conſideration may alſo comfort 
3, that if the one party be tiken away by 
death, the other may follow ſoon atter , or 

F 2 not 
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not ſtay long bchind,and ſo both may mect 
in Heaven, they know,not how ſoon. 

2. The time of Pcace may be ſhort. 
Troubleſome times may come ( tribulations 
and perſecutions)all outward Comforts may 
be clouded in a day;zand they may be violent- 
ly pulled one from ogher. Will it not be a mer« 
cy either to husbind or wite to be taken away 
from the evils to come ? and may not the 
Surviver of them, when lingle,verhaps ſhift bet- 
ter tor him or her ſelf. This was Pauls refolutis 
on of the Corithianus Queition about mariage, 
that tor thoſe that were not maried, it were 
good and expedient to keep them ſo,confidet= 
ing The preſent difireſs,ver. 26. that is the per» 
ſecution of Chriſtians at that time; for they 
were compelled by the Roman Tyrants and 
Pagans to fly with their wives and children 
for preſervation of thcir lives; and to flie 
from place to place,as Aguila and Priſcilla did, 
to ſeek ſafety where they could find it. As 
for taole that were already maried, he givcs 
them this counſel, Let them that have wives be 
as if they had none &c, Times ot perſecution 
or of publick calamitic may make a {epara- 
tion between husband and wife. It's their 
wiſdome to prepare before hand for parting 
che one with the other. For this is ons part 
of their preparation apainſt evil Times. 

5. Let us conſider the Mixture of Crcſſes, 
Troubles and forrowes with comforts and 
retrelhements in our matrimonialſtate; and 
many times the former weighs down the 
latter. Ged Iayes the ſame as wormewood 
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bs 
upon the breſts of mariage, to wean us from 
it 5 and make us more willing ( then ons 
therwiſe we would bs) to part with our yoke- 
fellow; as alſo to endear unto us, both 
our fellowſhip with Chriſt , which is alto- 
gether ſweet, and no bitterneſs in it; and 
Heaven, where there is all joy without any 
Sorrow at all« 


% - - _ 6, The ineffica- 
6* Let us Confider the incfhcacy of immo cy offarrow. 


derate ſorrow for the death of husband,wite, 
or children, for we can contribute nothing 
by our Tears to their felicity , it they dic 
in the Lord; or if not, we cannot mitigate 
their pain or miſery thereby. All our Mourn- 
ing forthem, cannot revive or recover them. 
Upon this} ground David ceaſed mourning 
when his child died-Why ſhould I weep any 
more?as if he had ſaid, It isto no purpoſe,Car 
T bring him back again? We may ſay of Immo« 

derate gricf in this Caſe what Solomon ſaid 

of Mirth, what doth it ? It can doc our de. 

ceaſed friends no good : It may do us much 

hurt 3 by weakening our bodies and ſadning 

our ſpirits ſo much, as to deprive us of Com- 

fort in our lives and livelyhoods, and dif- 
able or indiſpoſe us for duties. 

It is beſt forus to doin this as in other caſes, 
when God doth things crofſe or contrary 
to our delires or expeRations, even to reſolve 
our wills into Gods will , and ſubmit to it 
patiently and acquiels in it, 

The ſeventh and laſt particular Confider- 
able to prepare us for parting with a-dear 
vokefellow is this , God can ſupply our 
lo's (ty deathy of a loving Husbande, cr of a 

helpful 


2 Sam. 12,239 


7.God can 
ſupplyrhe loſs, 
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| helptul wi'z, or of hopetul chilurrn, <ither 
| IMediately. yg, Mediately, by giving us another bus- 
it band or wite,fitted for us, and fitted with like 
| , giſts and graces,to equal] if not cxceed the fors 
|  . mer, or by rai:ing up {tome friends or others 
[ to he very helpful and comtortableto us in cur 
Solitary conuition, when God by death hath 
taken aw.y our dear:ft companion from us, 
and w-are left alone. 
24 Or Immedi. 2: Or Immediately by himſelf; He js the 
ately» fountain of all goodneſs; and hath all that 
Love, kindneſs,delight, comfort, heJp in him 
ſelt; that is or can be jn a husband or wife, 
orin any other Relation, yea and infinitely 
more; more then is in all the husbands,and 
wives in the world; more then they can poſ- 
fibly contain, becauſe God is Infinite,as in his 
efſence ſo in all goodneſs ; and they are finite 
and ſhallow veffels, but of a \mal quantity,and 
hold but little. When God takes away my 
wite or my husband or my childe from mel 
may boldly feek to him, truſt in him, and 
expect from him, not onely inward ſup- 
port, but the Comfort and help of my yoke fel- 
low or child thatis dead. The Lord can, 
and I hope will,be better to me then tenHus- 
bands or wifes ; or then a hundred children 
The Lord is able out of his wiſdome and 
gondneſs,and by the comforts of his preſence, 
to make an abundant ſupp!y and reparation 
of the loſs we ſuſtain by the death of our 
dear yokeofell wee or any friend , with this 
Addition, that the Lord liveth, and ſhall doe 
for ever, though Husband or wite or {riends 
dye, What are cur R-lations but pitchers 
or 
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or Conduitepipes to convey comfort and he] 

from God unto us; when the Pitcher is broken 
we ſhould go to t he fountain. Dulcius Ex iſo 
fonte. Waters drink ſweeteſt there, God gave 
us all the comfort of our Relations at frſt, 
and if he takerhem from us, he is able abung 
dantly to make a ſupply,either by other crea- 
tures or out of himſelf, Nihil dat quod non 

habet,When a Hugband dies & leaves his poor 

wife and children to the wide world, and 

hath nothing in the world to leave them, 

then God faith to him, Leave thy father. 
leſſe children , I will preſerve them alive, aud 
Let thy widow truſt in me:q. d. I will take the 
charge and care of them. I will provide for 
them. 1 will be a Husband to the widow, and 
a father to the fatherleſs. God hath given 
many precepts and made many promiſes 
concerning widowes and,orphans, proyifion= 
al, proteCtional and conſolational. 

Let me adde this by way of caution , we 
ſhould take heed our affe&ions be not inor- 
dinately ſet upon any of our Kelations, be 
ita Wife or a husband or a childe,that we do 
not love them too well , -or delight in them 
too much, or dote on them, or make Idols 
of them, for this may juſtly provoke God to 
take them from us,or to try us ſadly in them. 
Whereas the way to keep them, is to be wil« 
ling to part with them , outot ſubmiſſion to 
God, who gave them to us, and whoſe they 
ſtill are, and who is worthy to be ſerved 
with his own. Becauſe Abrabam was wil- 
ling to part with his onely Son Tſaauc, in obe- 
dicnce to a dithcult command of GoJ, there- 

tore 
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tore heinjoyed him with a ſpecial bictmazogh, 


22-16,17, My. Burroughes in his expolition on 
Hoſea 2.9. relates a remarkable ſtorie trom 
his owne knowledge, that a Godly man de- 
firing his friends to mect to bleſſe God for 
his b cflingsin a plenrifulharyeſt;after dinner 
was done, a little Childe comes in, who was 
indeed very lovely, oh , faith the fa- 
ther, I am afraid 1 ſhall make a God of this 
Childe : by and by the Childe was miſſing, 
and preſently they wenc to look him, and 
he was found ting drowned in a 
Pond, Confider this ye Parents ( faith Mr. 
Burroughes } who have your hearts inordi- 
nate]y ſet on your children, 
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QUAERE. 
Whether is it lawful fot a 
man to mary 15 WiUes OW 


Miſter * 


Arſwer FT is Unlawful, which 1 prove by 
tix Arzuments, 


Fri Argument 

A man may not marry one inat is nor of kit 
to him» 

A mans wives fifter is ncar cf kin to 
hm. 

Ergo, & man may not mrary vis wives tis 
ttcr, 


Firf,A man may not marry one tat is n2ar 
o: Kin tohime tor that is G>4s preccpt or 
1 ws « * CO P - a 
Rue tor Mir! ive, Leoit. 19. 6, None Of 10% 
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kindred of his ticth, or to any of lis 11 th, 
or to any fl [i 0! his f] {ls ag ti2 Hh 
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caſes. 


Houſhold go- 
INE IE) Perk;ns (aith ) by Mixtion or Participation 


Mee | 


A Duegre. 


Tiis law commands that a juſt and due 
Diſtance be obſerved and preſerved ( in re- 
ſpc& of blood and alliance) by perſons that 
would contra& Matrimony; that neither 
of them do come near tke kindred of their 
{]:fh. 

Now kindred (as appears by the Catalogue 


of Particulars inſtanced, Levi. 18. from the 


7. #rſe to 19.) is no: onely Conſangruinity, 
vhcreby Perſons are ofa blood, but Affinity 
allo , whereby they that are not of blood , 
are allyed by Mariage cach eo cther, 

Yet Aﬀinity or Alliance growes ( as Mr, 


of blood in' the coupling of man and wite to- 
gether in lawful mariage. 
2. But a mans wivesSiſtcr is near of kin to 
him, becauſe 
.Brothcr and Siſter (whether by Conſane 
euinitic or Aﬀinity )) are next of kin ina 
Collateral Line; therefore Mariages bet- 
tween them are unJawful, and inceſtuous, 
2. She reJates to him in the firſt degree of 
Attinity. Out of our Civilians and Canons 
iſts a Learned Author that writes of this ſub» 
3: gathers 
Primary 
2 Kinds or degrees of Aﬀnity and 
Secondary, 
1. © Primary, is that Afhnity between 
<« the Eusband and Couzins of Hood to his 
« wife, or e(vnrerſo: which indeed is juſtly 
& hcl! no leffe for a barre of Mariage then 
© lis own natural Conſznguinity: for that 
© [5 ant Afinity contrated upon intereſt of 


blood 
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%blood,by vertue of that intire union between 
& man and wife wh:rcby they two bccutne 
& one fleſh. Upon this Accour't a mans wives 
Siſter comes to be the kinur.d of his fleſh: 
and therefore Gods Law proiibits him wo 
marry her, | 

*© The Second degreeof Aﬀenity is wheres 
*in there is another perſon added to that 
© firſt kind now mentioned. Here the At- 
& finity ariſcth onely from the intereſt of an 
« Affinity formerly contrated; not upon ins 
tereft of blood, as the former kind doth. 

Mariage within this Second Degree is 
qu:ftioned; as whether ic be Lawtul for a 
man to marry his wives Brothers widow 3 
by ſome that are the moſt favourable, itis 
held unmeet and inconvenicnt, ( thongh 
Jawful) as coming over near to the Verge 
of a {inful Conjun Aion. 

Ergo, for perfons to marry within the 
firit degrze of Afﬀinity ( as tor a man to 
marry his wives Siſter Jcannot but be unquee 
Rtionably unlawtul. 

2. Argument. 

A man may not marry any of his wives 
kindred nearcr in blood , then he may of his 
own. But a man may not mairy his own 
Siſter, Ergo, a man may not inanty his wives 
own Sitter, 

A man may not marry any of his wives 
kindred , nearer in bluo then he may of 
his own : nor the woman of her husbands 
kindred, nearer in blood then of h:r own, 

Theſe are the very Termes in n+ Count 
yon of Faith, ſet forth by the, Aſſembly ot 
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Divinee, Proximity of alliance is 310 leſſe ; a barre 

to Mariage, then proximity of blood. For thisl 

will give rwo Reaſons. 

FEBS xt. B:canie of what degree any one 1s of : 

Ms Conſancuinity tothewifz, in the ſame de- 
grce of alltinity 1s that perſon to the wives 
tuchand. Fhis Rule is laid down by Zaxn- 

De ſpenſalivur. chizs and ty Mr. Perkzns alfo, who addes 

Of houſhol lurthcr( wo recite his own words ) 

677, ** Ceuzins by Mariage within the degrees both 
of the right an4 Collateral Line, doe come near 
to the k; adred of their fleſh, i: the ſame manner 
that Corzins by blood doe in the ſame Line; 
and the like degrees in both arc forbidden. From 
hence it may be gathered ( faith he) that 
it is in m9 fort lawfull for a man when hz wife 
is dead to marry her Siſter. 

Henc: it is Jaid down as a ceriain Rule 
among Divine %8g Cujtts 204 licet inire Nnp* 
tis ejuts nec Conjugis licet, Becauſe a wife 
cannG: marry her own? Brother, nor a hus» 
band his own Siſter; no morecan a man 
marry his wives own Sift: r, becau{2 her near 
conſanguine who was one fleſh with him. 

This Rule holds undeniably truc within 
tne firft ranck of affinity,which 1 is a perpetual 
| In: pedinent tOmariape : 2s though the wiſe 

| be dead , yet her kindred is of aflinity ill 

with kc hu hand rcmaning alive, The 

Fuigints and Vis of atinity between the 

Hutband and the Conſanguincs of the wite 

&IC!0t looted, the wi'c being dead,although 

toy had no cliiren topetiier; but they hold 

firm {i}, bein” teunded inthe union made 
buwecn tiem Ly Mariavze, nct in ite, 
tho' g1 
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thouzh that may firengthen the ſame. S-e for 
this illets Synopſis Papiſmu pag: 790. Funij 
Append. and Explic.Levit. Theſ.14. 

2 Becauſe by the very ſame R:iifÞr, ſaith Beal. 2. 
Zanchiuns, is a husband forbrnucn tw marcy = 
with the Conſanguines of his wit-{ or with 
thoſe that are of her blood that con- 
ſanguines or thoſe of a blood are forbidden 
to marry among themſelves. Bur a man may 
nat marry his own Sifter,Levit.18.9 theretore 
nor his wives Siſter. 

The Reſulr is this. A man may 2s lawfully 
marry his own motheras his wives mother, 
and his own Aunt( by father or mother ) 
as his Ufncles wife, tor that is ſaid to be an 
uncovering of the nakedneſs of his fathers Brother, 
Levit. 18.14. and his own Siſter as his bro- 
ehers wife, for this is called an 12covering 
of his brothers Nakedneſs, Tevit. 1$ 16. or 
as his wives Siſter. From beth which being 

compared together I may frame ti:2 


2. Argument. 
A man may not marry lis Brothers wie, 
Ergo he may not marry iis Wis os Sitter, 


A mag way not marey his Prothe:3 wite © :- 

cauſe this is Exprefly forbidden in Levi. 
19.16.3nd 20.21, Theretcre nor his wives Siſter 
becauſ2 a mans wives Siſter is full 2s ncor 

of kin to him as his Broth:rs wite is: and 

where there is the ſom* Reaſon of propin= , ..... 
quity, thcre is the {ome vriw | and force L# 
of pioh'Lition. It is Dr. A-es 118 
:n0ledeure $( provivit:d w m.rias; 
G3 


A Duzxre, 


Vide Aanor. 
*n Lev. 18. I4, 


1018 not expretied 1a the law ſh u'd 'be ac 


conned, it they have the ſame nearneſs,with 
thoſe which are by Name forbidden. As 
the fame Jaw that, forbids te Nephew to 
marry tie Aunt, {orbids the LUlncleto marry 
the Necce, Levit-1S. 14. and cap. 20. 20. An 
Uncles wife and an Aunts husband rc <quale 
ly neat of kin,bur for a man to manty his LUns* 


Zanch.deſponſ. cles wite is under an Expr:(s prohibicion;(o is 


Thecſ.4. 


it tor a woman to marry hcrAunts husband.lt 
istruly ſaid by Dr. Hal! in his Caſes of Conſc, 
« Divers no lefs unlawful Copulations are 
& omitted in this black ro!l of uncleinneſſcs 
* then thoſe which are cxprefly mention ed; 
& thc reſt being i'.tended tocome in by way 
& of Analogy on:ly; for it is eaſicto obſcrye 
& that all the ſeveralties ot the degrees pro- 
& hivitzd run ftill upon the male, under 
& which, if the Exorbitzncics of the other 
© {ex Were not meant t be comprehended, 
© females ſhould bs lawleſs and the law ime 
6 pertet. 

Ti:erctore though a mans marrying his 
wives Siltcr be not forbidden in Expreſs 
T-rins, yetir i: ctt-Qu illy prohibited by ne- 
Aw, Analogy and clear Implicaticn of 
TIICE 


A wom an may not marry 
| two Brothers, 
A. Argument. 
of Erg1,2 man may not marry 
{LW O SITS. 


Becauſe there is the ſame R <afon of propin» 
6;'1'ty ( or nearne(s ot kin ) inboth: and reas 
Ln 
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* NMR O ME Mong B90 1 conjure IR 
{on requires chis( (ſaith B-24.) ut de fimilibus 
ſimiliter [tatuatur, tat the like ſhould be de. 
termined of the like Itwais a Canon inthe 
Nevceſarien Councel . rhatii a woman mari. 
ed two Bruthers , abji-iatur nſque ad morte;n, 
ſhe ſhould be caſt off zvento dcath, 


Here 1 will anſw:r the chicf objefions 
which I conceive may be made. 

1. Ohjed. This probibition ot degrees from 
mariage mentioned in Levit-13, was but ſome 
Moſaical law given to the Jewes onely, and 
not binding to us Gentiles 

Anf. Nogthe laws there cxprcſ againſt ince» 
ftuous Mariages from ver. 6 to 19.(as well as 
againft adultery , Sodomy , Buggery in the 
verſes following, ) are moral , univ-:rfal and 
perpetual, binding to all Nations, by which 
the Jaw of Nature is Explained. ©9 faith 
Willet in his Synopſ. Patil. pag. 790. Urſins 
Catech., qn. 109. Pet. Mart. Lic. Com 
Ameſ. Caſ. Conſc. 7. 5. c. 35. Zanchis, 
Perkins and diverle others. Sce the Con- 
feſſion of Faith by the Aſſ:mbly ot Divincs 
char 24, 

Thar rheſe prohibitions are moral ani Natit- 
ral may be proved by five Reaſons. 
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De Repudiis & 
1vortiin. 


Elfe, why doth God count the Tranſgre(- 1 ror 


ſons of theſe lawes ſuch abomixrations, Levit. 
1826. and abominable Cuitomes, v<r.30. which 
dchle the Jand, verl. 25, 


Elſc, wiy ſhoulll the breaches of tho s roi 


law2s be charged upon the Hearth rhe 
Eg yptian* and Canaanites (that is,o1! the N= 
tio 1S that dwelt in the Jnd of Cann) 
(7 4, as 


A Duzre, 


I85,qUu. 30. 


3 Rexſ. 


as ticir abominable praticos, Levit.18. 3. 24- 
27, 39: ver» Inall theſe are the Nations defiled, 
ani they were fevercly puniſh:d tor the 
ſame. For theſe ſi11seven of inceltuous Mare 
112gcS ameng the reſt ) the Jzand of Canaan 
did ſpue out her Inhabitants though Gentiles(y, 
25. ) who wcre not tied to obſerve the lawes 
peculiar tothe Hebrews : y{ta who had nor 
the law written in Tables of ſtone. Therc- 
foretheſe fins of the Gzntilzs were fins as 


Wiliet in Lev. gainft the lav of Nature. lt is ſaid ot the Ca« 


naznites thet they were evilty of many other 
ſins ; but moſt of all they wrre dehled by 
th:ſc Pollutions of the fi ſh and Vncovering 
of Nakedneſs, which they Icarncd of their fa« 
thers Cham and Canaan, who conſented tos» 
gether to 1:ave uncovered their fathers Ne 
kednels. 

3, Elfe, why were the J:wes forbidden 
and forewarned of theſe 1s, to wit, Inccitus 
ous Marlages. 

1. As being the Manners of tne Heathen 
amons wiom they hail lived and converſed 
in Egzpt; and were to live and converſe with 
in Canaanzor as bcing the tins of the Gentiles, 
Levit. 18.3. After the deings of the land of 
E2ypt, wherein ye dwelr, and after the doings 
of the land of Canaan whither I bring you, ſhall 
yet doe. Thee were their doings. 

2. And that under the very ſame penalty 
God intlicted on the Canaanites for thele lins, 
ver. 23,29. that the Lind fpue not you alſo, when 
you defile it (to wit, by any of theſe abominati. 
ons ) as .t ſpued ont the Nations that were be- 
fore you. Coud concludes yith this charge 

TP 
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to Iſrael ver. 39, T7 herefore ſhall ye keep mine 
Ordinance , that ye commit not any of theſe a= 
bo;nin .ble cuſtomes , which were commiteed 4 
before you , and that ye defile not your ſelves 
therein. I am the Lord your Ged, God de- 
nounceth many and heavy judgements upon 
che breach of theſe lawes, Levit. 20.11.12« 14 
1 6,20. Deut,27 20. 
4. That theſe Prohiticions are moral may 4 Rc=t 
further appear becauſe we find them upon the 
fame account not onely in Moſes but in the 
prophets, Ezek, 22.10.11. Amos 2.7. not onely 
preſcribed in theold Teſtament , but preſſed 
in the new ; as.,that it is not lawful to have 
a Fathers wiſe ( or mother in law) 1 Cor. 
5.1. Yea, or a Brothers wife, Mark, 6.18. 5 Reaſ- 
.Inceſtuous Mariages are prohibiced by the 
light of nature and from her principles. For 
to this purpoſe ( ſaith; Ar. Perkins ) not 
onely the lawes of the Romane Emperours 1,,c. Com. 
( which according to Peter Martyr , were claſſ.2.c.19; 
accounted inter egregias & honeſtiſimas ( ab Num. 43+ 
honeſtate nature deſumptas, Zanchi.) amoneſt 
the moſt honeſt and famous lawes, but alfo 
the civil Canons and conſtituijvuus of men 
( very «kilful in that kind ) have in all ages 
bzen mad2 exprefly againſt ſuch perſons as 
have off:nded in thoſe Socictics (or Conjun- . 
Qions ) torbidden by thcLiw of Moſes. 
Now whatſoever Law is natural being 
written in the hearts of Heathens, muſt needs 
be moral and pc:rpetual, as it is written in 
Gods Book at large in a fu!l and fair copy. 
Obj 2, God commanded Deut.25,5. that the 
Ercthcr in caſe his Brothcr cied without iſſue 
{kould, 


\ 
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ſhould take his wife and raiſe up ſeed to him, 
Ergo, its lawful to mity a Brothers wite,and 
why not then a wives litter ? 

Anſ. That Pro'.ibition in Lev. 18. 16. 
of marving the Brothers wife, is th: Jaw of | 
naturs common to all Nations. This in 
Deut, 25+5- is but a ſpecial exception ofa _ 
general Law ; a peculiar priviledge granted | 
by God ( the Law makcr) to the Iſraelites, 
who was pleaſed then ( as he might )to make F 
ehis particular exception from it among the 
Zewes,and that in a ſpecial caſe, viz. topre- 
ſerve families and inheritances in that land, 
which God would have diftin& among them 
for the Meſſiah *s ſakegthat ic might be known 
clearly of what tribe he came. And to con» 
ſerve the Family in the name of the firft 

> born. This being but an indulgence 

» C granted to the Tſraelites in a ſpecial caſe 
and by a ſpecial warrant; or italaw, yet 
but judicial appropriated to their ſtate, and 
relating to the land of Canaan and expetas 
tion of the Meſſiah ) is nct now lawful to be 
preached by us Gentiles, whom the caſe 
doth not at all concern; but we are under 
the general prohibition in Levit.1$-16.which 
is tully confirmed in the Go'pcl, Mark. 6.18. 
Fohn ſaid unto Herod, It is not lawful for thes 
10 have thy Brothers wife. 

0bj.3. Jacob maricd two Siſters R ache! and 
Leh, Thceretore a man may marry [115 wives 
Siltcr. 

Anſ. T he examples of the Patriarchcs (or 
others) wko tran{grcts the Rule, may not be 
1:2ita cd,nor be made a Ruls Wheorein ſocvcr 

they 
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they turn alide we muſt leavethem to fol- 
low a better guid, that is the law of God, the 
Rule of Gods word. As many as walk ac- 
cording tothis Rule ( and not according to 
Examples ſwerving from it ) peace and mercy 


ſhall beupon them. Gal 6.16. Cain, Eno:h and 
Seth maricd their own Sifters;necefliry made ceſfitate. Auguſt, 


it th-n no: unlawtul- It is a Juſt Rule of Law 


« Thoſe things may not be drawn into pre- _ Halls ca 
[75 


&« cedent which have been yiclded upon meer 
& necciſity. As we uſe to ſay, neceſlity 
hath no Law, ſo it can make none. After 
wards as mankin1 or:w, nature it le] fe 
taught men co kecp further aloof trom their 
& own ficth : and itill remotenets of diſtince 
« enlarged it {c]fwith time. 

Obj. 4. The warying of a wives Siſter is 
not dircAly forbidden in the Law; and what 
is not prohibiredis permitted. 

A#ſ. The marying of a mans own daughter 
is not expreſly torbidden in Levit. 18, ( but 
of his ſons diughter or daughters daughter 
ver. y0.or of his daughtcr in law, ver,15.) is 
it therefore lawful 2? 

There ar2 inceſtuous Mariages not ſpecifi- 
ed, which areas really torbidden as thoſe 
which areexprefſ:d. If we hold our {clves 
cloſe to the letter of thisRute,that what isnot 
prohibited is permitted it will lead us into S9- 
dow. But this Obj<Aion recetyed its anſwer 
before in the third Argument, 


F:i'th Argument. > 

For a maa to mary his wives Siſter, hins 
dors on2 ena of Martzg”, watch is the di- 
Jatation 


\ 
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compellente ne- 
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Ames caſe Conf, 
lib, 5. | 
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Juaii Appen- 


dilatation of kindred and aff:&ion ; that hu- 
mane Scci:ty might be extended and confire 
med by a Matrimonial conjun3jon, between 
families that were remote and diſ-joyned : 
Thar is a good note and to purpoſe, which 
our Divines have in their eArotations on 
Levit, 18. 14. 

* What in this Law (viz. againſt Inceſt» 
« ous Mariagcs) is forbidden to the Fews, 


; © Is much more forbidden to Chriſtians 
© who having more latitude and liberty of 


& choice then they had (who were to marry 
* not on2ly within their own Nation, bur 
& within cheir own Tribe, and ſometimes 
& (as hath been ſaid) two Brothers muſt ſuc- 
© ceflively be Husbands to one wife ) ar: 
& leſs capable of excuſe, if in carnal cons» 
* cupiſcence they tranſerefſe theſe prohi- 
© bitions. And in the general ( fince the 
& Goſpel is the Law of love and charity, 
* not toone Nation cnely,but all the world 
& over ) as far as conſanguinity or affinity 
© will work in affe&ion without a new tyc 
& of Matrimony, ſo far reachcth matrimo- 
& nial p:ohibition ; and ſhould there firlt 
« begin where the Relations are fo re- 
« mote, that they have little or no operati- 
& ons of love : that ſo charity mighe be 
« more diffuſtve ; and not ſo contrated to 
« gncs kindred,as it was among the Jews. 


The $:xth Argument 
May bc drawn from humane Teftimonic :, 
(which chall:ngea place after Scripture and 
Rcafon} ihas paſſe their condemnato! y {en + 
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tence upon this Mari 8c viz, of a man with 
his wives ſiſter : as ; 

1. Laws made againſt it. Zanchy, in his Thet Feeires | 
Hook ae Spenſalibus taith, This is Moſes his gia inter Aﬀi- 
ſenſe,and th-refore theLaw of Nature,that It nes. | 
is as filthy and difhonelit a thing for on2 man 
to mary two liſterz one after another 2 as for 
. on2 woman to marry 2+ brothers one after an- 
other. And this,ſaith he,is confirmed by thoſe 
Laws of the Romanes(which are by all judged 
to be taken from the honeſty of Nature) and 
bypious and Chriſtian Emperors 3 who do a: 
well condemn the Inceſt that a man ſhould 
mary his wives liſter,as that he ſhould marry 
his brothers wife. And «houth ſome of the 
Remanes dk marry ſo, as Lucins Tarquinins 
Superbus did his Brothers wite, and Hoxorins 
the £mpcrour did two ſiſters. Yet Diomzſius 
calls the former mariage 4y' ou” yapcy- an 
Iimpious mariagez a thing abominable a» 
monsg the Grecians and Barbarians» And the 
latter was con-emne(l : and the unhappy end 
of both the lifters (as he r-lates) declared 
that thoſe Mari. g:s {7iz.. of two tiſters)were 
not allowed of God. 

That Table of forbiden degrees in the 
Church of Eg!and, ct torth by Authority, | 
names this expretilv, the wives fifter. And | 
the Laws of the Land prohibit this mariage. 
Sce Sr, Edward Ceoohs {econd part ct the In- | 
ſtitutes of tie Laws of Fngland, Page 683. 
See the Statute of the twenty ani fifth year 
of Henry the cighth, char, 22. ard of his | 
twenty ani vighth yoar, c. 7. and of his c! ity 
an feco" ad year, C. 59. 
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2. As for the ancient Fathers, Patres 
omnes haſce nuptias damnarnut,ſaich Z anchi- 
us 3 All the fathers condemned theſe mari- 
ages. 

3. So do our moderne Divines generally 
make the Siſter of a mans wifeto be an athni- 
ty hindring mariage as 7#s In his notes 
and table of degrees upon Levit. 18. and the 
Geneva Divines in their notes and table 
upon the ſame chaprer. Beza de Repudiis et 
Dwortius is full and expreſs againit it, Vel, 
2. p. 63. Polynus in his Syamtagma [. no. 
C. 53. Bucranns de Conjugio ' Loc. 12. WWillets 
Comment on Levit.1$. Duet. 17. 

Yea learned Zaxchie ajhimes thit Noſftri 
ſeculi docjiffimus quiſque ejuſdem eſt ſententie, 
all the moit learned of his time were of the 
ſame opinion 3 a'd that his poſition ( viz. 
For a man to marry his wives Sitter is inceft) 
is confirmed by the conſent of all Greciaxs 
and Barbarians and Nations. 

| will conclude with the grave advice 
fome Divincs have given about the ma- 
riag: of Conzex Germanes 3 which holds 

more ſtrougely in the caſe propoſed. 

One ſaith Let ſingle perſons who have 

« the world before them look turther of, and 
& faſten theicaft:Aions ar a morc.unqueſtion- 
cable diſtance. 

Another {(aith,* It 15 ſafe to forbear what 
« js doubttu], an! to Keep aloot from what 
« is unlawfal ; efpectally the choice of laws 
&« {ul mariages being Targe encugh, wittout 
© the hcgzard of fo great a finne as in- 
* cell. 
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It was wont to be Mr, Perkins his ex. 

preſhon to this purpoſe, 
Let thoſe who muſt walk cloſe to the brim 

of a ftcep precipice Jook well to their feet, 

and tread ſure : but if a man te to chuſe 

his way, Iet him fo caſt it, as that he may 

not approach near the brink of danger. 


The Lord give us underſtanding in all things, 
and guide our feet in 
his wayes. 


